Imperialist powers jockey for position while 
Syrians fear more war 
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Trump and May launch Trump allows just 11 


105 missiles on Syria 
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Syrian refugees into US 


by NICK CLARK 


IF YOU want to see how 
much Donald Trump 
really cares about 
Syrians, just look at 
how many refugees 
he’s allowed into the 
US. So far this year 
only 11 Syrian refugees 
have been resettled in 
the US. 

Theresa May isn’t any 
better. Many Syrian ref- 
ugees are still stranded 
at Britain’s border in 
France, harassed and 
beaten by French presi- 
dent Emanuel Macron’s 


riot cops. 

Trump, May and 
Macron don’t care about 
Syrians. 


The only way Britain 
can help them is to stop 
the bombing—and let all 
the refugees in. 


RACISM 


Five pages on 


key anniversaries 
for anti-racists 


Killing of Stephen 
Lawrence exposed 
police racism 


THE MURDER of Stephen 
Lawrence sent a wave of 
anger through Britain. And 
revelations of police bigotry 
and corruption transformed 
our understanding of 
the relationship between 
racism and the state. 
Hassan Mahamdallie 
reviews this week’s BBC series 
on Stephen, while Alistair 
Farrow looks back at the 
campaign for justice. 


"We reject the 
legacy of 
Enoch Powell’ 


FIFTY YEARS after Tory 
racist Enoch Powell made 
his infamous ‘Rivers of 
Blood’ speech, anti-racists 
in Birmingham are set 

to gather to oppose the 
ideas he stood for. 

MPs, councillors and 
activists will meet in the 
same hotel room where 
Powell spoke, reports 
Tomas Tengely-Evans. 


How workers 
turned against 
prejudice 


THERE ARE moments 
when a committed minority 
can win over millions of 
people who in the past had 
accepted some backward 
ideas, says Yuri Prasad. 
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the TRUBLEMAKER 


THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


‘The occasional 


massacre was 
carried out’ 


Daily Mail journalist 
Guy Adams minimising 
Britain’s history of colonialism 


‘The intention is 
to grow more of 
our own nurses’ 


Tory health minister 

Lord O’Shaughnessy explains 
his cunning plan for garden 
centres to solve the NHS crisis 


‘He said, you 
better make 
fucking sure | 
don’t get elected’ 


Jon Lansman of Momentum on 
what Jeremy Corbyn told him 
in 2015 


‘Allow your 
home to fill with 
the beautiful 
fragrance 

of Wedding 


Bouquet’ 


Royal Collection Shop flogging 
the official candle for the royal 
wedding for £35 


‘Decorative 
borders are 
inspired by the 
mid-thirteenth 
century 
Gilebertus doors 
at St George’s 
Chapel’ 


The decorative borders are on 
the royal wedding tea towel 
£9.95 “approved by Prince 
Harry and Meghan Markle” 


Hunt was so busy cutting he 
forgot how many flats he had 


JEREMY HUNT, who is apparently 
still the health secretary, failed to 
declare his involvement in a scheme 
involving seven flats in Southampton. 

He had broken anti-money launder- 
ing legislation. The legislation is so lax 
as it was brought in by the Tories, but 
Hunt still managed to break it. 

Happily this did not breach the 
Ministerial Code. 

Hunt, said to be worth 
£14 million, jointly set up Mare Pond 
Properties with wife Lucia Guo on 19 
September last year to run seven flats 
in the city’s Ocean Village. 

But he failed to declare he was a 
“person with significant control”— 
having more than 25 percent shares 
or voting rights—to Companies House 
until 29 March. 

Since 2016, failing to do this within 
14 days can lead to a fine or two years’ 
jail. Hunt also did not declare his stake 
to parliament until 7 March, breach- 
ing a 28-day limit in the MPs’ code of 
conduct. 

He has, we are glad to hear, now 


corrected the errors. 

A spokeswoman for Hunt said, “These 
were honest administrative mistakes 
which have been rectified. 

“Jeremy accepts these mistakes are 
his responsibility and has apologised 
to the parliamentary authorities.” Hunt 
wasn’t forgetful when he remembered 
to claim 27p in expenses for fuel on one 
occasion. 


JEREMY HUNT has enabled the 

“back door privatisation” of the 
NHS. The NHS is spending millions 
outsourcing workers to new arms-length 
private companies. 

Freedom of Information requests 
by the Unison union show consultants 
are advising trusts on the setting up of 
wholly-owned subsidiaries, to which 
staff are then outsourced. 

Unison said the companies appeal 
to NHS trusts because they can reduce 
their VAT, and cut the pay and pensions 
for any new staff. 

Health workers being transferred 
tend to be the lowest paid, such as 


THE BOSS of a defunct universities’ 
regulator was paid £178,000 after 


it closed. Madeleine Atkins was chief 


executive of the Higher Education Funding 


Council for England, which has been 
replaced by the Office for Students. It 


ceased to function on March 31, but she 
was awarded the salary in full even though 


there is no work to do. She did turn 


down a £67,000 redundancy payment. 


Madeleine Atkins 


Sir Sorrell’s out of a 
job but in the money 


porters and cleaners, it added. 

In 15 NHS trusts the amount spent 
is more than £3.2 million. Topping the 
list is Clatterbridge Cancer Centre in 
Birkenhead, which spent more than 
£661,000 establishing a wholly-owned 
subsidiary. 


THE CONSERVATIVE Party 
has apologised for sending 
a campaign letter to an elderly 
couple from Theresa May, 
addressed to “MrYoumustbe 
Fuckingjoking”. Thus far Tory 
Central Office has offered no 
explanation. We should make 
“Youmustbe Fuckingjoking” the 
slogan of the next general election. 


Shock strip threat 
from Philip Green 


TROUBLEMAKER regular 
Martin Sorrell is out 
of work. The world’s 
largest advertising 
agency WPP is refusing 
to publish the findings of 
an investigation into the 
conduct of Sorrell after he 
abruptly ended a 33-year 
career at the company. 

He is in line for a 
£19 million payout having 
concluded that it was “in 
the best interests of the 


business” for him to resign. 


WPP said yesterday 
it did not intend to 
disclose the findings of an 
inquiry against him into 
allegations of personal 
misconduct and misuse 
of company funds. 

WPP said he would “be 


treated as having retired”, to the pension scheme. 
Martin Sorrel—sadly, now out of work Green—fully clothed 
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enabling him to receive 
up to 1.6 million in shares 
over the next five years. 
He once pledged to 
“carry on until they 
carry me out of the glue 
factory”. A proposal he 
has unfortunately not 
followed through on. 
In 2016 his take home 
pay was £48 million. 
So we reckon he won’t 
be needing a food 
bank any time soon. 
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SIR PHILIP Green 
described himself as 
a “gentleman” with 
“zero” responsibility 
for the collapse of 
BHS in a tirade in 
which he called MPs a 
“bunch of wankers”. 

In his first interview 
since the retailer went 
bust, he said his family 
had “behaved properly”. 

He sold the chain to 
Dominic Chappell, a 
former bankrupt with no 
retail experience, for 
£1 in 2015. BHS crashed 
13 months later with the 
loss of 11,000 jobs. 

The Pensions 
Regulator found Sir 
Philip liable for support 
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He said, “I wrote a 
cheque for £363 million. 
But nobody has ever 
said, ‘this man behaved 
like a gentleman’. 

“1 don’t think it’s 
grand living. 

“You're saying | have 
been successful and | 
should have to apologise 
for that? I’ve 
paid, what 


Write to 
Socialist Worker 
PO Box 74955 


E16 9EJ 


Tony Blair 


Essex soldier 
is Tony Blair 


TONY BLAIR is 
everywhere. When he 
isn’t waving the hand of 
history or calling for a new 
EU referendum, he can 
be found in Chelmsford 
wearing 1950s army 
fatigues. It’s true. The 
Essex Regiment Museum 
acquired surplus models 
from Madame Tussaud’s 
and an early Blair, 
above, was among the 
“redundant heads”. 

“We've also got 
Jeremy Thorpe dressed 
as a Crimean War soldier 
by the front door,” the 
museum says. 

Proof that while most 
political reputations wane, 
some wax. 

Prince Philip appears 
in armour at Manorbier 
Castle in west Wales. In 
fact, he is there twice—his 
wax head is also leaning 
over a spinning wheel 
atop a mannequin labelled 
“a Welsh lady”. 


Michael Gove—youth appeal? 


Crunchy Tory 
policies? 


TORIES Michael Gove and 
Ruth Davidson have joined 
forces to help draw up 
policy for the next general 
election. 

They are the front for a 
think tank called Onward. 

Invitations to the 
launch, which feature 
speeches by Davidson and 
Gove, are apparently in 
the post. 

Will Tanner is a former 
aide to Theresa May. He 
said, “We hope to be 
an ideas factory for the 
centre right and reach 
out to new groups that in 
the present climate the 
Conservative party isn’t 
very good at talking to. 

“We want to come up 
with crunchy retail politics 
that appeal to the young.” 


NEWS 
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Big protests reject May's 
lies over Syrian airstrikes 


by NICK CLARK 


HUNDREDS OF people protested 
outside parliament and across 
Britain on Monday after Theresa 
May tried to justify bombing Syria. 

Several hundred people joined 
the protest called by the Stop 
the War Coalition in Parliament 
Square, where speakers denounced 
Saturday’s airstrikes. 

Protester Ann told Socialist 
Worker, “I was really angry when I 
saw Syrians in Douma being bombed 
by the regime. But these airstrikes are 
just pouring fuel on the fire.” 

Protests took place in 11 other 
towns and cities, including a 
hundreds-strong march in Bristol. 

There were even protests in 
Orkney, off the northernmost tip of 
Scotland, and the Isle of Wight. 

Speaking to the protest in London, 
Stop the War convenor Lindsey 
German said, “People are absolutely 
fed up with war. They know these 
bombs are making things worse for 
the Syrian people.” 

In a statement to MPs May tried 
to justify the decision to launch air- 
strikes without a vote in parliament. 

She said they were about stopping 
Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad from 
carrying out chemical attacks against 
civilians. 


Veto 

And she said Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn’s opposition to bombing 
would give Russia a “veto” over 
British military action. 

But the airstrikes were not about 
protecting ordinary Syrians—and 
opposing them doesn’t mean support- 
ing Assad or Russia. 

“{ don’t support the Syrian regime 
or Russia,” said protester Maria. 

“But this isn’t a solution. Syrian 
activists on the ground have said 
again and again that bombing is not 
the solution. 


BACK STORY 


The US, Britain and France 


launched airstrikes against Syria 


early on Saturday morning 


@Donald Trump and Theresa May 


claimed they were responding to 
chemical weapons attacks 


@Syria’s regime is capable of 


using chemical weapons and has 


killed hundreds of thousands 
@But details of the reported 
chemical attack had not been 
confirmed when airstrikes began 


@Western bombs will mean more 


chaos and destruction in Syria 


“But May and Trump just ignore 
them.” 

Corbyn’s demand that May let 
more Syrian refugee children into 
Britain showed up her false claim to 
care about Syrians. 

Protester Olivia said, “This govern- 
ment has shirked its responsibilities 
for refugees. It’s part of the problem.” 

David, another protester, said, 
“This is about the US and Britain pro- 
tecting their interests in the Middle 
East.” 

Labour MPs Chris Williamson, 
Richard Burgon, Lloyd Russell-Moyle 
and Emma Dent Coad supported the 
protest. 

Left wing Labour group Momentum 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


emailed its national mailing list call- 
ing on people to protest. Only a hand- 
ful of right wing Labour MPs publicly 
supported the bombing. 

Labour said the airstrikes were 
“legally questionable”. Yet legal or 
not, the airstrikes were an outrage. 

It was right for Corbyn to oppose 
the 2003 invasion of Iraq, despite its 
go-ahead from parliament. 

Even if MPs had approved the 
airstrikes in Syria, it would have been 
right to oppose them. 


¥W) What’s your story? 


F Email with your ideas 
u reports @socialistworker.co.uk 


Breakfast tr 


Sign up to our morning newsletter Breakfast in Red and get the latest 


news every day. 


For updates and analysis on the stories that matter go to 
socialistworker.co.uk/breakfastinred 


Speakers include: 


More toc 


Public Meeting 


CORBYN, ANTISEMITISM 
AND JUSTICE FOR PALESTINE 


Thursday 26 April, 7pm, Student Central, 
Malet Street, London WC1E 7HY 


@Ghada Karmi, Palestinian author & activist 

@Jonathan Rosenhead, Jewish Voice for Labour 

@Rob Ferguson, anti-racist activist 

@Lindsey German, Stop the War Coalition national convenor 
@Alex Kenny, National Union of Teachers (NUT) national executive 


‘Savings’ 
led to fire 
disaster 


A SHOCKING report into 
the immediate causes of 
the Grenfell Tower fire was 
leaked on Monday. 

It points the finger for 
the rapid spread of the fire 
squarely at the flammable 
cladding around the tower. 

Former Grenfell Tower 
resident Antonio Roncolato 
was devastated by the news. 

“At the end of the day 
it’s all down to money,” he 
told Socialist Worker. “(How 
can we do it cheaper?’ they 
asked. But what about our 
safety?” 

Shortcuts were taken 
at every stage of the 
refurbishment project to keep 
costs down. 

Kensington and Chelsea 
council dropped its preferred 
bidder for the refurbishment, 
Leadbitter, because it quoted 
£11.27 million for the work. 


Million 
The council got the Rydon 
maintenance firm to do the 
job for £10 million instead. 
The 200-page report from 
BRE Global was contracted 
by the Met police. It said 
cladding panels were 
installed incorrectly— 
sometimes upside down. 
There were gaps of up to 
50mm between the surface of 
the building and the panels. 
The maximum is supposed 
to be 25mm to prevent the 
gap acting like a chimney. 
Windows were not 
installed correctly and some 
flats were not equipped with 
automatic fire door closers. 
Activists have called for a 
protest outside parliament 
on 14 May to coincide with a 
debate (see page 18). 
Antonio said, “It’s really 
upsetting. We're talking 
about people’s lives. 
“There will be more things 
to come out I’m sure.” 


a e 
IN THIS WEEK 


Warsaw Ghetto 
uprising begins 


ON 19 April 1943 Jews 
in the Warsaw Ghetto 
rose up against German 
soldiers’ attempts to 
deport them. 

It was a high point of 
resistance to the Nazis. 

They expected the 
fighting to last just a few 
days—it lasted months. 
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Syria strike 
shows the 

callousness 
of our rulers 


Missiles were launched against Syria 
as all the imperial powers jockey for 
their position in the carve up 


WESTERN ATTACKS on Syria 
last weekend had nothing to do 
with helping ordinary Syrians. 

The US, Britain and France 
launched some 105 missiles early 
on Saturday morning. They hit 
near the city of Homs and areas 
east, west and south of the capital 
Damascus. 

US president Donald Trump, 
Theresa May and Tory ministers 
claim the airstrikes were a response 
to a reported chemical weap- 
ons attack on a suburb in eastern 
Damascus last week. 

But details of exactly what hap- 
pened had not been confirmed as 
Socialist Worker went to press. The 
airstrikes came just hours before 
inspectors from the United Nations’ 
Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons were due to 
begin an investigation. 

Writing in the Sunday Telegraph 
newspaper foreign secretary Boris 
Johnson claimed the airstrikes were 
about “standing up for principle 
and for civilised values”. 

It is stinking hypocrisy. 

Johnson has stood by British ally 
Saudi Arabia—and defended con- 
tinuing to sell it weapons—as its 
airstrikes on Yemen kill thousands 
of civilians. 

The poli- 


Bashar Al-Assad ticians who 
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ct 


An alleged chemical weapons 
attack has been seized on by 
Western powers as an excuse for 
bombing Syria 

The Western attack took place 
before UN weapons inspectors 
had the opportunity to confirm 
the use of chemical weapons 


Syrian dictator Bashar Al-Assad 
has killed and maimed to stay in 
power, with the help of Russia 


The US, France and Britain have 
stood by while Assad and his 
allies have bathed Syria in blood 


support the raids are the same ones 
who oppose all but a few refugees— 
including Syrian children—being 
allowed to seek safety in Britain. 

They are the same ones who 
ignore or urge on the recent massa- 
cres of unarmed Palestinian demon- 
strators in Gaza by the Israeli army. 

They are the same ones who say 
there is never enough money for 
health or education but there is 
always money for war. 

Trump, May and Macron claimed 
that the strikes would “degrade” and 
“deter” the Syrian regime’s use of 
chemical weapons. 

But the scope of the strikes was in 
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NEWS & COMMENT 


A STILL from video footage showing the launch of the US Tomahawk missiles 


fact quite limited. Many of the tar- 
geted buildings were reported to be 
empty or disused. 

Many commentators and analysts 
now admit the strikes have done 
nothing to stop Bashar al-Assad car- 
rying on his war against the Syrian 
people. 

Trump only acted because to do 
nothing would have made him look 
weak after he had loudly threat- 
ened Assad and his backers Russia 
and Iran. 

The bombs and missiles were 
fired to project an image of imperial 
power—although their restricted 
nature also reveals the limits of that 


power. 

It’s a dangerous game played 
against the backdrop of competition 
between rival powers to carve up 
the Middle East amid the ruins and 
mass murder of Syria’s civil war. 

The US and Russia have backed 
opposing sides in Syria, both hoping 
to shore up influence and power in 
the region. 

The US said Russia’s forces in 
Syria had been forewarned of the 
attack. 

But every action in Syria can 
have unknown consequences that 
risk sliding into an even bigger con- 
flict between the two. 


Syrian civilians—and ordinary 
people across the Middle East—will 
be the ones to suffer the most. 


On other pages... 
Ly Israel kills again in Palestine 
>>Page 8 


Butcher Assad drowned revolution in blood 


SYRIAN DICTATOR Bashar 
Al-Assad is responsible for the 
deaths of hundreds of thousands 
of Syrians. 

Assad launched Syria’s civil 
war to crush a revolution that 
threatened to topple his rule in 
2011. 

The regime’s military attacked 
the towns and cities at the centre 
of the revolution. 

The actions of Western powers 
did nothing to help the ordinary 
Syrians fighting to overthrow 
the regime. More bombing won’t 
help them now. 


Hundreds of thousands have died at 
the hands of Assad’s army 


But in 2011 Syrians showed 
their fates don’t have to be 
tied to the interests of warring 
regional powers that care 
nothing about them. 

They rose up and dealt a blow 
against the murderous regime of 
Assad. 

Despite their rhetorical 
condemnation of Assad 
Western powers refused to offer 
unconditional support to the 
revolution. 

A return of revolution across 
the Middle East is the only way 
out of the nightmare. 


Picture: US Navy 


US warplanes refuelling before 
launching more missiles 


We're told by our rulers that 
there is no money for essential 
services but when it comes to 
war they’ve got plenty of money 
for bombs 


Some 105 rockets and missiles 
were fired by the US, Britain and 
France 


Tomahawk missiles, used by 
the US, cost around £970,000 
each 


Storm Shadow missiles used 
by Britain cost £790,000 each 


They were fired from four 
Tornado GR4 fighter jets, which 
cost around £35,000 per hour to 
keep in the air 


Shares prices for weapons 
maker BAE systems, which 
produces Storm Shadow 
missiles, shot up by nearly 
5 percent after the airstrike 


Israel emboldened by yet 
more Western bombing 


AS THE US and Britain face off 
against Russia, wars are also 
brewing on Syria’s northern and 
southern borders. 

Israel has launched more than 
100 airstrikes against Syrian and 
Iranian bases in southern Syria, 
where Iranian forces are fighting 
the rebels. 

The Western airstrikes on 
Saturday have emboldened Israel, 
whose officials were already 
reported to see “collision” with Iran 
as “inevitable”. 

After praising the airstrikes, 
Israeli prime minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu called for similar action 
against Iran in Syria. 

An Israeli missile attack on a 
Syrian air base earlier this month 
killed seven Iranians. 

A senior Israeli military 
official told the New York Times 
newspaper, “It was the first time 
we attacked live Iranian targets— 
both facilities and people.” 

Syrian missiles shot down an 
Israeli jet after a similar raid in 
February. Israel claims it launched 
the raid after an Iranian drone flew 
over the Golan Heights—an area of 


Binyamin Netanyahu 


Syria occupied by Israel since 1967. 

Israel now claims the drone was 
armed with missiles. 

Meanwhile Western ally Turkey 
is waging a war against the Kurdish 
groups in the north. The US and 
Britain backed the Kurds to help 
them take control of a large part of 
Syria. 

But their ally Turkey, which 
represses its own Kurdish minority, 
invaded northern Syria in February. 
Now the US has indicated it may 
pull its forces out and abandon the 
Kurds. 


HETREATMENT of 
“Windrush generation” 
migrants has exposed 
Britain’s immigration 


system has been exposed 


as a racist, bungling bureaucracy. 

Further changes to already 
racist immigration laws in 2012 
and 2014 mean migrants can now 
be forced to prove they have the 
right to be here. 

Employers, landlords and public 
services such as the NHS can 
demand to see paperwork. 

People who came to Britain 
between the end of the Second 
World War and 1971—Windrush 
era migrants—learned in recent 


weeks that they may be living here 


“illegally”. 
Some people may have been 


deported. Others have been made 


homeless or fired from their 
jobs.And some others have been 
forced to pay thousands in legal 
fees in their battle to stay. 
Criticism has even come from 
Tories and right wing newspapers 
keen to distance themselves from 
the bungling home secretary 
Amber Rudd’s Home Office. 
Tory local government minister 
Sajid Javid said he was “deeply 
concerned” about the scandal. 


Yet the Tories have no sympathy 


Socialist Worker 


| WHAT WE THINK| 


FIGHT FOR THE RIGHTS OF 
ALL MIGRANTS TO STAY 


for the thousands of people held 
at Britain’s borders in Calais. 

There was righteous outrage 
in the liberal Guardian newspaper 
that anyone who came to Britain 
from the Caribbean as a child 
should be detained in immigration 
removal centres. 

It’s a scandal that these 
centres—such as Yarl’s Wood or 
Dungavel—exist at all. 

And the most apalling scandal 
of them all is that any human being 
can be described as “‘llegal”. 

Green MP Caroline Lucas 
was right to say that the Tory 
government “wants to create a 
hostile environment for migrants. 
This isn’t a design flaw, it’s central 
to their programme.’ 


It is a scandal 
that detention 
centres such as 
Dungavel or Yarl’s 
Wood exist at all 


We should remember the 
infamous words uttered by 
Theresa May as home secretary 
in 2012.“The aim is to create, 
here in Britain, a really hostile 
environment for illegal 
immigrants.” 

We should confront head on 
the idea that there are “good” and 
“bad” migrants. 

If you are economically useful 
to the bosses and don’t complain 
about British foreign policy you 
might be allowed. But if you are 
undocumented or denounce 
Britain’s wars you are “bad”. 

The liberal outrage comes 
from a perception the Tories are 
trying to move the goalposts and 
redefine who is “bad”. 

It accepts there is such a thing 
as a “bad” migrant. There is no 
such thing. 

Who decides which is which? It 
is the same MPs who took us to 
war in Iraq, Afghanistan and Syria 
and now deny refugees from those 
wars the right to come here. 

Whether the Tories are 
incompetent bunglers or cynical 
racists, or both, they must 
be defeated.And the rights 
of migrants, whether they’re 
documented or undocumented, 
must be fought for tooth and nail. 


MARCH—AND THEN STRIKE 


HE TRADE Union Congress 
demonstration in London on 
12 May could be a real boost 
to the resistance against Theresa 
May’s rotten government. 
It’s a chance to take to 
the streets against pay cuts, 
privatisation, and the attacks on 
benefits, services and union rights. 
It will also be a positive 
response to the government’s 
policy of trying to blame migrants 
and Muslims for the problems in 
society. 
Unions are rightly organising 


hundreds of coaches to bring 
demonstrators to London. 

It’s an important day for 
everyone who wants to show 
their anger at the Tories. 

But it has to be more than 
a symbolic event. It has to be a 
launchpad for real resistance. 

It must be a catalyst for strikes 
that can humble the Tories—and 
drive them out. 

The recent university lecturers’ 
battle showed that workers can be 
won to sustained action. 

We need more of that sort of 
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action—driven from below and 
for more than one day. 

It would be a lot easier to 
mobilise public sector workers 
if their union leaders didn’t keep 
advising them to accept below 
inflation pay deals. 

Let’s make 12 May a mass display 
of fury against the Tories. 

It must also be a turn away 
from just hoping and waiting for a 
Labour government and instead be 
for more struggle now. 


For details of the demonstration go 
to bit.ly/TUC12March 
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NEWS ? 


ANALYSIS 
ALEX CALLINICOS 


Rhetoric is inflated, 
but real risks remain 


THERE HAVE been claims on both sides that the Syrian 
crisis marks the most serious confrontation between 
Washington and Moscow since the Cuban missile crisis of 
October 1962. | never believed this for a moment. 

The crisis over Cuba happened because the administration 
of John F Kennedy discovered that Russia was deploying 
intermediate range thermonuclear missiles in Cuba. 

This was partly to deter more US attempts to overthrow 
the regime of Fidel Castro such as the defeated Bay of Pigs 
invasion of April 1961. And partly to reduce the huge US 
advantage in long-range nuclear missiles. 

The stakes in this confrontation over an island 330 
miles from Miami, which till the 1958 revolution was a 
semi-colony of the US, were very high. We now know 
that the Russians had stuffed Cuba full of tactical nuclear 
weapons. 

So if the Pentagon had had its way and invaded Cuba, the 
island—and probably the planet—would soon have turned 
radioactive. 

Fortunately Kennedy overruled his generals and cut a deal 
with the Soviet leader, Nikita Krushchev. The missiles were 
withdrawn in exchange for the US scrapping its own missiles 
based close to Russia in Turkey and promising not to invade 
Cuba. 

Syria, by comparison, has become a symbol of the US 
refusal, after Iraq, to play a frontline military role in the 
Middle East. Barack Obama refused to intervene in Syria and 
preferred to fight jihadis with drone assassinations. For him 
China was the real threat. The rise of Isis forced him very 
reluctantly to send limited numbers of troops to Iraq and 
Syria, and to keep them in Afghanistan. 

Donald Trump hasn’t really reversed this policy. A couple 
of weeks ago he said that US troops would be withdrawn 
from Syria “very soon”. 

According to the Washington Post, “like Obama before 
him, Trump has clearly decided that the United States has 
few interests in Syria and little ability to stop the long civil 
war”. But he’s still dangerous, for two reasons. 


impulsiveness 

The first is his impulsiveness. A good example of this is 

the Trans-Pacific Partnership, a trade deal that Obama 
painstakingly constructed to isolate China. One of Trump’s 
first acts was to withdraw. Now he’s reviewing this decision. 
Trump’s tweets over Syria talked up confrontation with Russia 
despite his efforts to improve relations with Vladimir Putin. 

Secondly, Trump is much closer than Obama was to 
Israeli prime minister Binyamin Netanyahu and the Saudi 
monarchy. Both are eager to embroil the US in a war with 
their main rival, the Islamic Republican regime in Iran. 

Along with Putin, it is the main sponsor of the Syrian 
dictator Bashar al-Assad. But here there is an important 
difference with Cuba. Whereas the Pentagon was dominated 
by hawks then, this time defence secretary general James 
Mattis was eager to contain the crisis. 

So the missile attacks were targeted at Assad’s chemical 
warfare facilities, and care was taken to avoid hitting the 
extensive Russian forces based in Syria. The presence of all 
these foreign militaries on Syrian soil—Iranian, Turkish, 
Israeli as well—is a sign of Washington’s relative lack of 
interest. But it creates a serious risk of the Syrian struggle 
precipitating a more general war. 

And then there is the rhetoric. Russia is an irritant to the 
US, not a global competitor the way the Soviet Union was. 
But a substantial section of the Western establishment is 
talking up Putin’s efforts to probe the West’s weaknesses into 
a “New Cold War”. 

A particularly stupid example was offered by the British 
ambassador to the United Nations, Karen Pierce. She said 
last week that Marx “must be turning in his grave to see what 
the country that was founded on many of his precepts is 
doing in the name of supporting Syria”. 

Apparently this pillar of the Foreign Office doesn’t know 
that the Russian state existed for centuries before the 1917 
Revolution and that Putin models himself on the Orthodox 
Christian authoritarianism of the Tsars, not Marx or Lenin. 

But this type of Cold War hysteria is now widespread. If 
Trump tries to play up to it for his own reasons, things could 
start to get really nasty. 


TORY MINISTER Heather Wheeler (below) ‘doesn’t know’ why more people are being forced to sleep rough 


New Tory act wont curb rise 
in homelessness or deaths 


by ALISTAIR FARROW 
LS } 


THE NUMBER of recorded 
deaths of homeless people 
has doubled in the past five 
years. At least 230 people 
died during the period. 

Some 70 people were 
recorded as having died last 
year, compared to 31 in 2013. 

Scandalously no branch of 
the state records homeless 
deaths nationally, and local 
authorities are not obliged 
to record or keep figures on 
rough sleeper deaths. 

“These figures are likely to 
be an underestimate,” said 
Matthew Downie from home- 
lessness charity Crisis. 

“Those sleeping on our 
streets are 17 times more 
likely to be a victim of vio- 
lence, twice as likely to die 
from infections, and nine 
times more likely to commit 
suicide.” 

The figures include people 
who died in hostels, tempo- 
rary accommodation and 
homeless shelters. 


Requests 

Several councils—includ- 
ing Manchester, Glasgow, 
Birmingham and Leeds—did 
not respond to requests for 
statistics. 

Meanwhile, the Tories’ 
2017 Homelessness 
Reduction Act began to be 
implemented this month. 

Outrage at the increase 
in homelessness has forced 
small concessions. 


So, someone can be classed 
as “threatened with home- 
lessness” if they are likely to 
become homeless within 56 
days, an increase on the cur- 
rent 28. 

This gives people more 
time to apply for emergency 
help. 

But, unsurprisingly, the 
Tories are not providing extra 
funding. 

So while the Act instructs 
local authorities to fulfil more 
duties in relation to homeless 
people and those at risk, it 
gives no more resources. 

This means services and 


shift left in Haringey? 


THE LABOUR Party 
in Haringey, north 
London, has promised 
it “will bring residents 
with us” in any future 
redevelopment projects. 
A mass movement 
against estate 
demolitions in 
the borough 
saw the left win 
most of Labour’s 
councillor 
selections 
for the May 
elections. 
The local 
party’s 
manifesto 
said, “Secure 
tenants 


Saying no to the HDV 


will be guaranteed 
the right to return.” 

It marks a shift 
away from the hated 
Haringey Development 
Vehicle (HDV). 

However, the HDV also 
promised secure tenants 
the right to return— 
while the council 
reassured developer 
Lendlease it could 
ignore guarantees. 

The manifesto 
said that “wherever 
possible” homes 
on public land will 
remain in public 
ownership. There 
could be more 
fights in the future. 


the workers who provide 
them are stretched to break- 
ing point. 

“People are living in bed 
and breakfasts but councils 
are going to run out of any 
extra funding,” said hous- 
ing worker Jordan. “It’s not 
addressing the problem of the 
housing crisis and it’s going 
to result in social cleansing 
because councils will start 
moving people out of London. 


Looking 

“There’s increased demorali- 
sation, we have people at my 
work looking for other work. 
People can’t carry out the 
work in the time they have.” 

Some 75 percent more 
children are living in tem- 
porary accommodation com- 
pared to 2010. The figure 
stood at over 120,000 in 
December last year. 

Tory minister for home- 
lessness Heather Wheeler 
was asked last month why 
there were more rough sleep- 
ers. “In truth, I don’t know,” 
came her reply. 

It’s no coincidence that the 
Tories have overseen a rise 
in homelessness and home- 
less deaths. Further changes 
to the welfare system, such 
as Universal Credit, will only 
mean more will die. 

Jordan's name has been 
changed 
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Anger that 
oripped 


universities 


is still there 


The fight is still on to beat bosses’ 
plans to gut workers’ pension 
schemes, says Sadie Robinson 


UCU UNION members are organ- 
ising to defend their pensions 
and their union following a vote 
to accept a deal in their pensions 
dispute. Some 64 percent voted 
to accept the deal in a ballot that 
ended last week. 

Activists campaigned for a No 
vote and many branches voted to 
recommend rejection. 

But union general secretary Sally 
Hunt pushed hard for a Yes vote, 
sending out four emails urging 
people to accept the deal. 

Elena is a UCU member at 
University College London (UCL). 
She told Socialist Worker, “It’s 
depressing and frustrating. There 
are a lot of questions about what 
happens now. People feel they’ve 
been kicked in the head.” 

Many felt that the union lead- 
ership had thrown away a chance 
to score a real victory. UCL striker 
Paul told Socialist Worker, “Our 
main weapon was going on strike 
during exams. If I was management 
I'd have been drinking champagne 
when the result was announced.” 

Vijay, a new UCU rep at Imperial 
College London, agreed. “The 
momentum was with us,” he told 
Socialist Worker. “I really felt we 
were getting somewhere. But now 
we could end up with something 
even worse and we'll be dusting off 
our placards to strike again.” 


Setback 

But while the result is a serious set- 
back, the battle isn’t over. And the 
scale of the No vote shows the level 
of anger that exists among work- 
ers—and their willingness to keep 
fighting. 

Lesley McGorrigan is campaigns 
secretary of the UCU at Leeds uni- 
versity and a member of the UCU’s 
national executive committee 
(NEC). She told Socialist Worker, 
“The higher education committee 
didn’t put a recommendation of 
how to vote. But Sally Hunt repeat- 
edly pressed for a Yes vote. In that 
context, to get 36 percent voting 
No is impressive.” 

She added, “It’s difficult for 


BACK STORY 


The anger unleashed by UCU 
pension strikes showed there is 
a mood to fight 


@64 percent of workers voted 

to accept the union leadership's 
deal 

@Union leader Sally Hunt won 
the vote by campaigning publicly 
for a Yes vote 

@Some 10,000 people have 
joined the union as a result of the 
strikes 

@Now the fight is on for the next 
step in the pensions battle 


members to vote with confidence 
for more action when they know 
their general secretary is organis- 
ing against it.” 

Even those who voted Yes won’t 
all be happy with the deal or their 
union leaders. Vijay voted No, but 
said he had been “on the fence” 
for much of the time about how to 
vote. 


Relieved 

“In the end I thought, if we vote 
to accept, management and Sally 
Hunt will feel very relieved,” he 
said. 

But the strikes have built the 
union. Around 10,000 more work- 
ers were balloted over the deal 
than had been balloted in the orig- 
inal strike vote in January. 

People joined the union because 
there was a fightback. 

It will take more rank and file 
organising to change the balance 
of forces in the union and build 
the forces that can defend pensions 
and everything else. 

As UCL UCU rep Sean put it, 
“T don’t think people voted Yes 
because they thought we can’t 
strike anymore. I don’t think we’re 
defeated.” 


On other pages... 
Ly Newham school strikes 


>>Page 19 


UNIVERSITY WORKERS won't forget quickly how their strikes shook faanagerient 


(UNIVERSITY OF LONDON ™ 


as 
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No confidence in Hunt after leadership 
sat on fight that could have been won 


AROUND 40 UCU members 

came to a meeting in London on 
Monday, called by the UCU london 
region, in the aftermath of the 
ballot. 

There was deep anger at Sally 
Hunt, with several union members 
saying workers should organise 
votes of no confidence in Hunt. 

Rob from UCL said it felt like 
strikers “were winning against 
UUK but losing against Sally 
Hunt”. 

Workers said branches should 
pass motions calling for a special 
higher education sector conference 
to discuss the dispute. 

They said left activists must be 
involved in the panel that is now 
to be set up to discuss the future of 
the pension scheme. 

Many argued that there 
isn’t a strong divide 
between No and Yes 
voters. Roddy from 
Imperial College 
London said people 
voted Yes for many 
reasons, “not least 
because they 
didn’t feel they 
had the support 
of their union”. 

“There will 


Sally Hunt | 


be a large number who voted Yes 
who have no illusions about UUK,” 
he said. 

Oxford university’s 
vice chancellor has backed a “No 
detriment” position—that the 
pension scheme shouldn’t get any 
worse. 

Activists argued that they 
should use this to pressure others 
to take the same position. 

There was a sense that it is still 
possible to fight—and that the 
dispute has changed the union. 

Marion from Goldsmiths in 
London reported from a 100-strong 
union meeting there on Monday. 

Workers there passed a motion 
saying that the Yes vote wasn’t an 
endorsement of the idea that there 
is a deficit in the pension scheme. 

“We've had at least a 50 percent 
increase in our membership,” 
said Marion. “We’re going to 
maintain our strike committees 
and our staff/student forums.” 

The vote follows 14 days of 
strikes at over 60 universities 
against a plan to turn 
workers’ defined 
benefit scheme into a 
defined contribution 

one. There’s no 
guarantee that 


workers won’t end up paying more 
or getting less in retirement. 

Hunt claimed the choice was 
between this or a “no detriment” 
position, which she claimed was 
unrealistic. Geoff, a UCU rep at 
Newcastle University, disagreed. 
He told Socialist Worker, “Sally 
Hunt gave the impression that it 
would take months of strikes after 
June to win anything significant. 

“Nothing could be further from 
the truth. The bosses were in 
disarray and the momentum was 
with our side.” 

A group of activists has launched 
a campaign for more democracy 
in the union. UCU United for 
Democracy called for structures 
and a culture, “that properly 
reflects our transformed union”. 

Bosses will come back on the 
offensive over pensions. But 
workers have built stronger rank 
and file organisation through 
the strikes—and are in a better 
position to resist in the future. 


UCU London Region will hold an 
organising dayschool in London on 
Saturday 28 April. Go to uculeft.org 
for details. 

Sign the statement for more 
democracy in the UCU at 
bit.ly7UCUdemocracy 
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UNITED STATES 
Teachers 
Stay out in 
Oklahoma 


TEACHERS AND other 
education workers in Oklahoma, 
US, are continuing strikes and 
protests for better pay—despite 
union leaders’ attempts to sell 
them out. 

Last Thursday the Oklahoma 
Education Association (OEA) 
told teachers to go back to work. 

Its president Alicia Priest 
said, “Despite tens of thousands 
of people filling the Capitol and 
spilling out onto the grounds 
of this Capitol for nine days, 
we have seen no significant 
legislative movement since last 
Friday.” 

That was when the 
Republican governor signed 
off the state budget, which 
included a £4,000 pay rise for 
teachers. 

Strikers say that’s not 
enough, they want almost 
£7,000 plus millions in extra 
funding for education. 

Priest went on to call for a 
vote for the Democrats in the 
November state elections. But 


On strike in Oklahoma 


despite her pleas, the strikes 
continue. 

“The OEA doesn't get to 
decide when I’m finished,” 
said Oklahoma teacher Renee 
Jerden. “| feel like it’s a 
cop-out.” 

A poll on the Oklahoma 
Teacher Walkout Facebook 
page on Sunday showed that 
88 percent of respondents 
supported continuing the 
walkout. 

Some teachers are ripping 
up their union membership 
cards, others are using up 
holiday and sick days to attend 
demonstrations in the state 
capitol this week. 

Meanwhile, in Kentucky 
teachers have been protesting 
over their pensions. 

Teachers have shut down 
schools in 39 school districts 
by requesting time off to attend 
protests at the state capitol. 
Teachers and other workers 
across the US are watching 
Oklahoma as an example of the 
potential to win by using strikes. 
Alistair Farrow 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cops batter students as 
French strikes escalate 


ss CHARLIE KIMBER 


POLICE ATTACKED and evicted 
occupying students at the 
Sorbonne university in Paris last 
week. 

This was the campus where 50 
years ago students in revolt helped 
to spark the famous general strike 
in May 1968. 

Police went in on Thursday. 
Protests in response meant the uni- 
versity was closed on Friday and 
Saturday. It’s one sign of the boil- 
ing political atmosphere in France. 

Nearly 60,000 people marched 
through Marseille on Saturday 
as the battle continues against 
President Emmanuel Macron’s 
neoliberal polices. 

“Macron is posing as the hard 
military man who bombs Syria. 
I don’t like his war, and I don’t 
like what he’s doing to work- 
ers,” teacher Anne Baumard told 
Socialist Worker after the march. 

Eight trade union groups have 
called a day of public sector strikes 
and demonstrations on 22 May. 

Strikes are planned by rail, air 
and maritime transport workers, 
and in every level of education from 
nurseries to universities. 

Postal workers, firefighters, 
health workers, electricity and gas 
workers, refuse workers and many 
more will also strike. 

Macron wants to eliminate 
120,000 public sector jobs and 
introduce individualised “payment 
by results” for workers. 

“It’s good to have a day we can 
all work towards. It’s our class 
against Macron,” rail worker Yves 
from Paris told Socialist Worker. 

“But it’s a real problem that it’s 
not for a month”, he added. “We 
have another 14 strike days before 
22 May. The union leaders are too 
slow.” 


HUNGARY 


Rail workers are fighting priva- 
tisation, line closures and the abo- 
lition of their contract which pre- 
vents mass redundancies. 

There are numerous other 
strikes. The Eiffel Tower was closed 
last Friday after security guards’ 
struck. And there are continuing 
protests over the government’s new 
anti-refugee laws. 

The CGT federation called a gen- 
eral day of action for Thursday this 
week. 

But this is not broad enough or 
sustained enough. Greater escala- 
tion is needed. 

Meanwhile the battle is 
sharpening among students. 

Police have cleared out occupy- 
ing students in Nantes, Bordeaux, 
Paris, Lille, Caen, Dijon, Grenoble, 
and Strasbourg. There were dozens 
of arrests. 

Macron had prepared the 
assaults by saying that protesting 
students were “professional agita- 
tors” and ought to be revising. 

At present students who pass 
their school-leaving exam can enrol 
in any university course. 

Macron wants universities to have 
access to school records to select 
those with the best “motivation”. 

The revolutionary socialist NPA 
party said, “It is time for everyone 
to move against Macron and his 
world.” 

Macron can be defeated. But the 
struggle has to unite and escalate. 


Mixed message on march 


TENS OF thousands of people 
took to the streets of towns 
and cities across Hungary 
against Victor Orban’s right 
wing government last Saturday. 

Around 100,000 protested 
in the capital Budapest. 

Orban’s racist party Fidesz 
won the general election 
earlier this month. He ran a 
vicious antisemitic campaign 
targeting the European Union 
(EU), the United Nations 
and banker George Soros. 

He can now push through 
constitutional changes that 
strengthen his power. 

Dangerously the fascist 


Jobbik party was also on the 
protests opposing Orban. 

It has tried to present 
itself as more respectable. 
But its aim remains to build 
a fascist movement that can 
smash democratic rights. 

It is now the official 
opposition because the 
Labour-type MSZP’s 
vote collapsed. 

There was talk on the 
protests of a single opposition 
candidate in each constituency 
against Fidesz next time. 

That would mean in 
many cases everyone 
lining up behind Jobbik. 


PALESTINE 


Israel kills more Palestinians 


ISRAEL CONTINUED its violent 
repression of Palestinian protests 
and resistance in the Gaza Strip, 
with live fire, shelling, tear gas and 
rubber bullets. 

Israeli soldiers shot and killed 28 
year old Islam Hirzallah during a 
protest at the border fence between 
Israel and the Gaza Strip last Friday. 
The Palestinian Ministry of Health 
in Gaza said 968 Palestinians were 
injured on the protest, with live fire 
and tear gas inhalation. 

Israel has killed 32 people 
since the protests began last 
month. Protesters are demanding 
Palestinians’ right to return to the 
land they were expelled from in 
1948. 


A Palestinian protester 


FIGHTING 


‘We'll reject 


RACISM 


the legacy 


of the racist 
Tory Powell’ 


Fifty years on, anti-racists will defy 
the message of Enoch Powell’s racist 
speech, says Tomas Tengely-Evans 


ANTI-RACISTS WILL mark the 
50th anniversary of racist Tory MP 
Enoch’s Powell’s infamous “Rivers 
of Blood” speech by rallying in 
the room in which he made it on 
Friday. 

Every far right supporter is 
hoping to use the anniversary to 
whip up racism against migrants. 

That’s why Stand Up To Racism 
(SUTR) and the Midlands TUC 
union federation are holding a 
Rivers of Love event to push back 
against them. 

Weyman Bennett from Stand Up 
To Racism said, “Powell famously 
said that a white woman in his con- 
stituency had excrement pushed 
through her door and was being har- 
assed by “grinning piccaninnies”— 
a racist term for black people—who 
shouted ‘racialist’ at her. 

“Although Powell is now looked 
back on as a marginal figure, at the 
time of the speech he was in the 
mainstream of British politics as a 
Tory MP and the shadow defence 
secretary.” 

Powell made the speech in the 
Midland Hotel Birmingham, now 
called the Macdonald Burlington 
Hotel, on 20 April 1968. 

It was a deliberate attempt to use 
racism against African Caribbean 
migrants to bolster his position 
within the Tory party (see right). 

Powell’s speech boosted every 
right winger and bigot in Britain 
and unleashed a wave of racism 
across the country. 


Attacks 


Racist attacks against African 
Caribbean and Asian migrants rose 
sharply. And it fuelled the rise of 
the fascist National Front (NF) in 
the 1970s and 1980s. 

It was one of the most racist 
speeches made by a mainstream 
politician—and came off the back of 
a dangerous political game of racist 
competition. 

In 1964 Labour lost the Smethwick 
constituency in Birmingham with a 
7 percent swing after the Tory can- 
didate Peter Griffith had run a racist 
campaign against black people. 


BACK STORY 


Tory MP Enoch Powell made an 
infamous racist speech 50 years 
ago this week 


@Known as the “Rivers of Blood” 
speech, it was a tirade against 
immigration 

@The speech gave confidence 

to racists and Nazis—but also 
provoked an anti-racist response 


@Now anti-racists from Stand 
Up To Racism will meet in the 
room where Powell made that 
speech—and vow never to let his 
message succeed 


And later the right wing press 
whipped up racist fears that Asians 
from Kenya in East Africa would 
“swamp” Britain. They had British 
passports as former subjects of the 
British Empire. 


Labour 

The Labour Party tried to head 
off the right wing—by being more 
racist than them. Harold Wilson’s 
Labour government rammed a 
Commonwealth Immigration Act 
through the House of Commons in 
the space of two days in 1968. 

It was a dangerous and oppor- 
tunistic concession to racism that 
restricted the right of Asians from 
Kenya to come to Britain. Seeing a 
chance to build support on the racist 
right, Powell made his “Rivers of 
Blood Speech”. 

Powell shows how the ruling class 
will push racism—and how scape- 
goating from mainstream politicians 
can fuel racism across society. 

Resisting Powell’s legacy today 
means building a mass movement 
against racism that takes on the 
Tories and bosses who push those 
divisive ideas. 

For event details go to bit.ly/ 
RiversOfLove 


On other pages... 
Ly When workers marched for Enoch 
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TORY RACIST Powell launched a tirade against migrants 


Wannabe posho and lover of British 
Empire who dreamed of being leader 


ENOCH POWELL was desperate to 
enter into the ruling class club that 
runs Britain. He became a zealot 
for its most reactionary ideas. 

Powell’s racism was rooted in 
his love for the British Empire, 
which he learned as an officer in 
India during the Second World 
War. 

He was too zealous even for the 
British generals who ruled India 
through brutal oppression. 

The plans Powell drew up for 
the British Army in India after the 
war were steeped in racism. 

He thought that more British 
officers would have to be recruited 
because there weren’t enough 
Indians that were educated or had 
the same “officer qualities” as the 
colony’s white imperial masters. 

British field marshal Auchinleck, 
who refused a peerage in 1947 
for fear of being associated with 
a dying British empire, found 
the report “formalistic if not 
nonsensical”. 

As soon as he was discharged, 
Powell volunteered his bigotry to 
Conservative HQ in London. He 
was soon disappointed that the 
Tory leadership had abandoned 
keeping hold of India in the face of 
mass opposition to imperialist rule. 


His dream of being Viceroy of 
British-ruled India was dead after 
independence in 1947. But Powell 
kept quiet. 

He now hoped to lead the Tory 
party. 

And his ambition took a step 
forward when he was elected as 
Tory MP for Wolverhampton South 
West in the 1950 general election. 

Powell was totally opportunistic 
in his arguments against 
immigration. As minister of health 
in the 1950s, Powell recruited 
African Caribbean migrants to 
work in the NHS. 

That’s because he was a staunch 
defender of capitalism. As British 
capitalism expanded during the 


Socialist Worker 


long post war boom it suffered an 
intense labour shortage that could 
only be solved by immigration 
from the former colonies. 

But as capitalism dipped into 
crisis, the ruling class looked 
to scapegoating migrants. And 
Powell’s life-long infatuation with 
British imperialism came to the 
fore. 

With British-rule in India gone, 
Powell concluded the British 
Empire was dead. He replaced 
his imperialist mission to civilise 
foreign countries with a racist 
desire to keep out foreigners. 

And Powell’s “Rivers of Blood” 
speech was also a product of 
his political ambition after he 
came third in the Tory leadership 
election. 

Powell thought his racist speech 
would build him a base of support 
among the Tory grassroots that 
would bolster his position within 
the shadow cabinet. He was sacked 
from the shadow cabinet by Tory 
leader Edward Heath and later left 
the Tory party. 

He turned his bigotry towards 
Catholics in Northern Ireland and 
was an MP for the Ulster Unionist 
Party until losing in the 1987 
general election. 
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A young Stephen Lawrence pictured in 
the BBC documentary 
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29 years since the murder 
of Stephen Lawrence 


HE RACIST murder of 
Stephen Lawrence and 
its aftermath changed 
Britain. A campaign led 
by his parents forced the 
state to hold an inquiry 
into Stephen’s death and the police 
investigation into it. Thousands of 
people supported that campaign. 

Anger over the case forced 
the inquiry, headed by judge Sir 
William Macpherson, to rule that 
the Metropolitan Police was insti- 
tutionally racist. The landmark 
ruling sent shockwaves through the 
establishment. 

Stephen was murdered in Eltham, 
south east London, on 22 April 1993. 
He was waiting for a bus. A group ran 
towards him shouting, “What, what, 
nigger,” and Stephen was stabbed 
twice in the chest. 

The murder was one in a long line 
of brutal racist attacks in the area. All 
exposed police racism and failures to 
protect black and Asian people. 

South east London was a notori- 
ous breeding ground for racists and 
fascists in 1993. The Nazi British 
National Party had its headquarters 
in Welling. 

In July 1992 Rohit Duggal was 
stabbed to death by a gang of white 
youths near to where Stephen 
was murdered. Cops said it was 
“motiveless”. 

Nazis turned up to gloat at Rohit’s 
memorial service. 

The year before that Rolan 
Adams was stabbed in the throat in 
Thamesmead. His killers shouted, 
“Get the niggers.” Cops said the kill- 
ing was about “petty crime”. 

The spate of racist attacks, and 
police indifference to them, lay 
behind the anger that erupted at 
Stephen Lawrence’s death. 

Witnesses identified the five who 
murdered him as David Norris, Gary 
Dobson, Luke Knight, Neil Acourt 


RACIST 
KILLING 
EXPOSED 
COPS 


and Jamie Acourt. The killers ran 
down a road leading to the Brooke 
estate, where the Acourt brothers 
lived. 

Police officers who arrived on the 
scene did not administer first aid 
to Stephen. “They just stood there 
while my son bled to death,” said his 
mother Doreen. 

Cops did not go door to door 
gathering statements, or search the 
Brooke estate. 

Stephen’s friend Duwayne Brooks 
was nearby when the attack took 
place. He was a victim and a key wit- 
ness. Yet the senior cop on the scene 
ignored him. 

A red Astra car full of laughing 
white youths drove past the scene. 
It turned around and drove back. No 
cops stopped it. Inside were people 
who were eventually convicted of 
attacking Rolan Adams. 


Targeted 
Mainstream accounts of the police 
investigation describe it as “flawed” 
or “incompetent”. In reality cops 
deliberately obstructed justice 
because of their racism and the cor- 
rupt links some of them had with 
organised crime. 

Cops failed or refused to follow up 
leads. Macpherson described intelli- 
gence gathering as “sporadic and 
delayed”. Instead officers targeted 
Stephen’s family and 
friends (see box). 

David Norris, one 
of Stephen’s convicted 
killers, is the son of © 
Clifford Norris. Clifford 
Norris was a drug : 
smuggler with =~ 
links to cor- 
rupt cops. He 
bribed and 
intimidated 
witnesses. 

Despite 


Three of the five murder suspects 
David Norris, (left to right) Jamie 
Acourt and Luke Knight, as they 
left the Stephen Lawrence Murder 
Inquiry held in Elephant and 
Castle, London, in June 1998. In 
2012, Gary Dobson and David 
Norris were found guilty by an Old 


‘At the time of Stephen 


Doreen and Neville Lawrence during their private prosecution of the suspects in 1995 


‘| worked for Greenwich 
council, close to where 
Stephen Lawrence was 
killed. I'd been involved in 
Strikes for over a year over 
the poll tax. 

We built up a network 
that played a role in 
undermining the fascists. 
We went to colleges, 
schools and workplaces to 
talk about the threat of the 
far right.’ 

Rahul Patel 


this, people handed cops the same 
names on 26 different occasions 
within 48 hours of the killing. Cops 
claimed they had been met with a 
“wall of silence”. 

Police observed the Acourts throw- 
ing away bin liners after the killing 
that could have contained clothing. 
No action was taken. 

Gary Dobson initially said he did 
not know David Norris. 

He was subsequently photo- 
graphed entering Norris’s house. 
Cops failed to use this evidence when 
questioning Dobson. 

The Acourt brothers were known 
knife users who were rumoured to 
hide knives under the floorboards of 
their house. Police refused to search 
there. 

One of the cops assigned to “pro- 
tect” Duwayne Brooks during the 
1996 trial, detective sergeant Dave 
Coles, was connected to Clifford 


Doreen with the family of Trayvon Martin, a 17 year old killed in Florida, US, 2012 


Norris. So was the lead officer on the 
investigation. 

Coles was forced to resign, then 
rehired thanks in part to his old 
boss Ian Crampton vouching for 
him. Crampton was the senior cop 
in charge of the Lawrence case for 
the first four days. 

Even Macpherson commented 
during the inquiry that he found 
it difficult to believe a police force 
could be so incompetent without 
being corrupt. 

That’s because they were. 

For millions of people the case 
lifted the lid on police racism—and 
the secret workings of the state. 

The Tory government of John 
Major had no interest in investigat- 
ing the police. 

And despite the damning out- 
come of the Macpherson inquiry, 
the Labour government’s response 
was to back the cops. 


Sir Paul Condon 


Labour home secretary Jack Straw 
spoke to the Police Federation con- 
ference in 1998. “Be under no doubt, 
you and your members should con- 
tinue to exercise your rights,” he told 
them. 

“You have our backing.” 


Bailey jury after a trial based on 
forensic evidence 


Campaign was So Crucial 


Lawrence spoke at the 1993 TUC 
conference. The TUC then helped 
to fund the family’s campaign. 

A critical point came when 
recently-released Nelson Mandela 
came on a State visit to Britain. 

He compared Stephen’s 
murder to the murder of blacks 
by whites in apartheid South 


LEFT TO its own devices, the 
Macpherson inquiry would have 
been a whitewash. An initial 
internal police inquiry into 

the investigation of Stephen’s 
murder—the Barker Review—had 
already found it had “progressed 


satisfactorily”. 


A subsequent investigation by 
Kent police “found no evidence” 
of racist conduct by any officer 


involved. 


But campaigners forced the 
British state onto the back foot. 
People queued up across Britain 
to sign petitions demanding 


justice. 


Trade unionists took motions 
of support for the campaign to 
their union branches. Neville 


COPS targeted the 
Lawrence family and 
Duwayne Brooks to try 
and discredit them— 
and spied on the 
Lawrences while they 
fought for justice. 

An officer 
from the Special 
Demonstration 
Squad, HN81— 
known to activists as 
David Hagan—was 
deployed into the 
“Lawrence camp”. 
The current inquiry 
into spy cops had 
until recently refused 
to reveal Hagan’s 
name. His real name 


Lawrence's killing, people 
were beginning to think, 
“Enough is enough’. 

The Daily Mail maintains 
that its front page was 
decisive. But when the 
campaign started it was 
sending journalists to try and 
undermine it. 

What kept the campaign 
going was its base and trade 

, union support. 
That came from activists 
going to union branches, 


F getting motions passed, doing 


petitions. That kind of activity 


. put the issue on the agenda for 


Africa. 


is disgracefully still 
secret and should be 
revealed. 

In 2013 former 
undercover officer 
Peter Francis admitted 
he was ordered in 
1993 to discredit the 
Lawrence family. 

In 2016 it was 
announced that two 
cops connected to 
the spying operation 
would face no further 
action. 

When Duwayne 
identified some of 
Stephen's killers, a 
cop alleged Duwayne 
had said he was 


= national unions.’ 
== Brian Richardson 


Trust in the police dropped 
from 74 percent to 58 percent 
between 1989 and 1999. 

The Macpherson inquiry went 
on the road to major cities to 
hear about people’s experiences. 
The police were savaged. Protests 
were held in some towns. In 
others senior cops admitted their 
forces were institutionally racist. 


Police spied on the Lawrences 


coached to identify 
them. Duwayne 
denied this. 

Cops harassed 
him for years after 
the murder. His 
car was broken 
into. His address 
was made public. 

He was stopped 
countless times by 
cops, particularly in 
the years after the 
Macpherson inquiry, 
at which he gave 
damning evidence. 

Eventually Duwayne 
sued the Met and 
received £100,000 in 
compensation. 
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HERE are 
moments in 
the history 
of racism 
when eve- 
rything 


appears to be in flux. 
Suddenly there are new 
and militant forces on 
the streets. 

This mood takes incre- 
mental changes that have 
occurred over years and 
moulds them into some- 
thing new and powerful. 

These are times when 
the tide of prejudice can 
be turned from one direc- 
tion to another—with 
dramatic effect. 

The period follow- 
ing racist Tory MP Enoch 
Powell’s River of Blood 
speech in April 1968 marks 
one such turning point. 

For completely oppos- 
ing reasons, the aftermath 
of the murder of black teen- 
ager Stephen Lawrence in 
April 1993 marks another. 

Powell’s speech 
unleashed a wave of 
racism. It legitimised pent- 
up hatred against migrants 
from Africa, Asia and the 
Caribbean. 

And it led directly to 
blood on the streets as rac- 
ists turned words into action. 


“Enoch is right,” was the battle 


cry of those who bashed, 


bruised, and burned their way 


through Britain’s inner cities. 


Labour politicians attacked 
Powell as “evil” and racist. But 


Harold Wilson’s Labour govern- 


ment, elected in 1964, had also 


played an abhorrent role. 


In the mid-1960s British 
capitalism entered a period of 


crisis that would last for decades. 


Responded 


Under pressure from the City of 


London, Wilson responded with 
measures designed to make the 
working class pay. 

The early optimism of the 
1960s, with its talk of replac- 
ing slums with new housing, 
and drudgery with technology, 
now looked like a cruel joke. 

Millions of people who had 


put their faith in Labour felt 


utterly abandoned. 

Their demoralisation fed the 
notion that immigration was 
putting Britain under strain, 
that there were not enough jobs, 
homes and schools to go round. 


The working class’s loss of 


confidence in its own ability to 
resist the attacks helped those 
that wanted to cast migrants as 
an enemy. 

In 1967 new groups of Asian 
migrants tried to flee to Britain 
from persecution in Kenya. A 
racist backlash grew. Labour’s 
shameful response was to 
declare a national crisis. 

MPs rushed a bill through 
parliament that stopped Kenyan 
Asians, but not white settlers, 
from coming to Britain. 

The political effect of such 
controls was to confirm that 
immigrants were a “problem” 
that needed to be controlled. 

The waters were poisoned 
further by trade union leaders 


THE FAMILY and friends of Rolan Adams, 


brutally murdered in Thamesmead two years before S 


BEATING 
=J.\e @ia|3 
RACISTS 


This week marks the anniversaries of Enoch Powell’s “Rivers 
of Blood” speech and Stephen Lawrence’s murder. 
Yuri Prasad argues both can tell us about how to fight racism 


Stephen Lawrence 


who shielded the government 
and instead argued for restric- 
tions to “stop immigration driv- 
ing down wages”. 

This racist consensus fil- 
tered through the wider labour 
movement. 

It confined opposition to 
racism to migrant organisations 
and the radical left—forces 
which at the time were not sig- 
nificant enough to drive back 
the wave of prejudice. 

So by the time that Powell took 
to the podium in Birmingham to 
declare that immigration must 
be stopped, he found layers of 


Turning the tide 
required 
anti-racists to 
intervene in the 
working class 


movement 
es 


people willing to listen. They 
had been prepped by decades 
of racism from the ruling class 
and the media. 

Within a few years support 
for Powell would provide the 
bedrock for the fascist National 
Front. 

But the tide did turn against 
racism. It took a conscious 
intervention by anti-racists in 
the working class movement. 

Workers in most industries 
began to rebuild rank and file 
union organisation and put up 
resistance to the government 
and employers’ offensive in the 


tephen Lawrence 


_ early 1970s. Soon whole 
industries struck with dev- 
astating effect. 

With the increased 
combativity came a 
revival of working class 
confidence. 

Black and Asian work- 
ers were very much part 
of the new spirit. They 
fought against the gangs 
of racists that toured their 
areas, and also against 
the employers that tried 
to exploit them. 

The idea that migrants 
were passive victims 
to be used and abused 
by the bosses took a 
battering. 

There was nothing 
automatic about this 
process—it was an argu- 
ment taken up and won 

_in the movement by 
anti-racists. 

The once isolated, 
small groups of social- 
ists found they could 

now more easily con- 

' nect their anti-racism 
to newly radicalising 
workers. This was to 
have huge implications. 

In 1976 a strike 
by a small group of 

Asian women at the Grunwick 
photo processing plant in west 
London became a rallying point 
for workers. 
Delegations of dockers, 
miners, builders and postal work- 
ers all played a crucial role in the 
mass picketing that became the 
hallmark of the dispute. 

And the new traditions were 

also behind the spectacular rise 
of the Anti Nazi League and 

Rock Against Racism which 

went on to defeat the fascist 

National Front. 


WENTY FIVE years 
after Powell’s 
speech, the mur- 
der of Stephen 
Lawrence in south 
east London in 
1993 marked another dra- 
matic shift in anti-racism. 
Stephen was not the first 
young black man to die at the 
hands of a racist gang—far from 
it. But his killing unleashed a 
tidal wave of revulsion that went 
far beyond the black community. 
Most people were shocked by 
the vicious hatred of the thugs 
who wielded the knife. 

But their anger reached new 
heights as they learned of the 
police racism and corruption 
that deliberately bungled the 
initial murder investigation. 

The idea that the state and 
its pillars in the police and judi- 
cial systems were “institution- 
ally racist” had been prevalent 
among radicals. 

But in the wake of Stephen’s 
murder they became common 
sense for millions of people. 

In shopping centres, work- 
places and colleges activists were 
suddenly inundated by people 
who wanted to sign their peti- 
tions calling for the Metropolitan 
Police chief to be sacked. 

Meetings and marches were 
packed—and the best reception 
went to those who called for the 
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most militant action. 

Many of those who were 
politicised by the campaign 
learnt an important lesson 
—that the state is the main 
driver of racism in society. But 
this turning point in the fight 
against racism was the culmi- 
nation of interwoven struggles. 

The demoralisation associ- 
ated with long years of Tory 
government had by the end of 
the 1980s given way to a new 
combative mood. 

Prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s flagship policy, the 
poll tax, had been sunk follow- 
ing mass protests—and once 
again people began to feel they 
could fight collectively and win. 


HE CANCER of 
racism did not 
disappear auto- 
matically with 
this new hope of 
class struggle. 
But fighting together meant 
people were more receptive to 
radical anti-racist arguments. 

For many workers, the mul- 
ticultural society was a simple 
fact of life as families, friends 
and workmates from different 
ethnicities intermingled. 

The campaign against the 
Nazi British National Party’s 
(BNP) only councillor in east 
London in 1993 helped turn 
that anti-racist sentiment into 
a movement. 

Some 60,000 marched to 
demand the BNP’s Welling HQ 
be closed down after Stephen’s 
murder only a few miles away. 

Shortly after the march 
Neville Lawrence, Stephen’s 
father, received a standing ova- 
tion at the unions’ TUC confer- 
ence. It agreed to call a major 
anti-racist demonstration in the 
spring of the following year. 

The scale of the campaign 
led the Labour Party, then in 
opposition, to commit to a 
judicial inquiry into Stephen’s 
murder and the failed police 
investigation. When elected by 
a landslide in 1997, it kept its 
promise. 

The hearings were a rev- 
elation, attended by hun- 
dreds every day and regularly 
televised on TV news. On the 
day Stephen’s killers were 
forced to attend they came face 
to face with throngs of young 
people who swore and spat at 
the five swaggering racists. 

The resulting Macpherson 
report concluded that the police’s 
failings in the Stephen Lawrence 
case were the result of “institu- 
tional racism” in the force. 

Police chiefs and right wingers 


Black and white 
health workers 
fight back (above) 
and Stephen 
Lawrence’s mother 
Doreen (below) 


were livid. They have tried to 
undermine the report and its con- 
clusions ever since, insisting that 
“political correctness” is prevent- 
ing them from doing their job. 

Despite our victories, we 
can today hear many echoes of 
Enoch Powell’s racism. 

Few people openly talk of 
the black man having “the 
whip hand over the white man” 
anymore. 

But the idea that “white 
working class culture” has been 
taken over by “multicultural- 
ism” is given regular airtime, 
and is nodded to approvingly 
by right wing politicians. 

And the lie that immi- 
grants are to blame for falling 
living standards is once again 
repeated by some Labour poli- 
ticians and trade union leaders. 

For ideas about how to 
respond we need to look back to 
our history and the struggle to 
combine anti-racism and class 
struggle into a hammer against 
prejudice and bigotry. 

And ultimately the fight to 
end racism once and for all 
means getting rid of class soci- 
ety as well. 


READ MORE 


@Ending racism means 
smashing capitalism 


Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 


bit.ly/RacismCapitalism Phone 020 7637 1848 
or go to 

@Race and class bookmarksbookshop. 

by Alex Callinicos co.uk 


Go to bit.ly/RaceClass 
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HISTORY 


AND THEORY 


Battle on the docks—when 
workers marched for Powell 


Support for racist 
Enoch Powell among 
some dockers showed 
how racism could take 
hold. But many fought 
against it 


WHEN TORY MP Enoch 
Powell was sacked over 

his racist “Rivers of Blood” 
speech, thousands of dockers 
and meat packers marched 
and struck in his defence. 

It meant there was a 
major struggle to be had 
against racist ideas in the 
working class movement. 

“Back Britain, not Black 
Britain,” read one placard 
on the march on 22 April 
1968. It claimed that “65,000 
dockers back Powell”. 

The march was a 
dangerous development, 
but it didn’t mean that the 
working class in Britain had 
been swept by a wave of 
reaction. The vast majority 
of workers did not strike for 
Powell. And the dockers’ 
demonstration took place 
against the backdrop of a 
nine-week strike that had 
ended in bitter defeat. 

When there’s a lack of 
successful working class 
struggle, it can be easier for 
bigoted ideas to take hold. 

And while there was 
only a handful of fascists 
on the docks, they had 
taken confidence from 
Powell’s speech. 

Micky Fenn, a docker in the 
Communist Party at the time, 
described how demoralisation 
opened space for the right 
in an interview published 
in Race and Class journal. 


Lost 

“We had a long strike in 
1967 which went on for 
nine weeks and in the 
end we lost,” he said. 

“And then ... Powell 
happened, it just blew up. 
Certain individuals who 
weren’t stewards in the 
docks started going out with 
leaflets on behalf of the 
Anti-Immigration League.” 

The right had more of 
a base at Smithfield meat 
market in central London. 

Eddie Prevost, a 
Communist Party militant, 
worked at the Royal Group 


MARCHERS BACKED racist Enoch Powell 


of Docks. “The whole thing 
began in the meat market,” 
he told Socialist Worker. 

“Some of the dockers were 
in general union branches 
with the meat porters. And 
the Smithfield drivers used 
to come to the dock to 
pick up meat so there was 
a kind of connection.” 

The working class was 
becoming more multicultural, 
with immigration from 
Britain’s former colonies. 

The experience of working 
alongside migrant workers 
can mean it’s harder for 
racism to take hold when 
politicians scapegoat migrants. 

But the workforce 
on the docks remained 
overwhelmingly white. 

Eddie said, “There used 
to be trains running through 
our docks with African 
Caribbean migrants who had 
arrived in Tilbury. I think 
people working on the dock 
thought that we were being 
inundated with people.” 

Micky said, “I’m pretty 
certain what happened in 
the dockers’ union on the 
Enoch Powell demonstration 
couldn’t have happened 
at Ford’s car factory. They 


Some refused to 
cross pickets, 
stayed out and 
challenged 


racist ideas 
eas | 


had a large immigrant 
population—Asian, black and 
so on, and once people mix, 
they all make friends with 
different racial groups.” 

This didn’t mean that 
racism on the docks 
was inevitable. 

It was also down to 
specific mistakes that the 
Communist Party made. 
There had to be conscious 
anti-racist agitation. But 
Eddie said there was 
“complete confusion” among 
Communist Party members 
about how to respond. 

“We were totally taken by 
surprise, we had no policy on 
it, we had never analysed it.” 

There was an argument 
among left wing activists 
about how to respond 
to the strike. 


Challenge 

Some rightly said not to cross 
the picket lines—but to stay 
out and challenge racist ideas. 

On the day docker Terry 
Barrett and some students 
tried to hand out a leaflet 
against the march slamming 
Powell as a rich Tory. 

Terry was a member of 
the International Socialists, 
forerunners of the Socialist 
Workers Party, which Eddie 
and Micky later joined. 

According to the Port of 
London Authority 4,402 
dockers struck, but that didn’t 
mean they all automatically 
supported Powell. 

The dockers’ strike didn’t 
mean they were irredeemably 
racist. It showed that there’s 
always a battle of ideas in 
the working class—and 
that it requires socialist and 
anti-racist politics to win them. 
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With author Yuri Prasad 
BRIGHTON & HOVE 

A Rebel’s Guide to Martin 
Luther King book launch 
Thu 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 


Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


Ship St, 

REVOLUTION NOT REFORM aaa 
The present system cannot be A Rebel’s Guide to Martin 
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entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
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We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 
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class have to be organised into a Weekly meetings to discuss 


revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 

or go to www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 
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The art and politics 
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Y Lounge, 
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386 West Green Rd 
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CHESTERFIELD 

Should industries be 
renationalised? 

Thu 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St, 
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COVENTRY 

After the Oxfam scandal— 
are NGOs enemies or allies? 
Wed 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Golden Cross, 

8 Hay Ln,CV15RF 


SOCIALIST WORKER PUBLIC MEETINGS 


Why more bombs won't 
stop the horror in Syria 


LONDON: SOUTH 

Wed 25 Apr, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd (near Effra 
Rd, facing Windrush Square), 
SW21EP 


SWANSEA 

Thu 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, 

SA2 0BP 


DERBY 

The fire last time —class 
struggle in France 1968 
Thu 10 May, 7pm, 

West End Community Centre, 
Mackworth Rd, DE22 3BL 
DONCASTER 

Palestine, antisemitism 
and defending Corbyn 
Wed 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 

The Womens Centre, 

5 Princes street, 

DN13NJ 


May Day is a chance to celebrate working class 
solidarity against the bosses and resistance to 
oppression. Every year Socialist Worker produces a 


special supplement of May Day greetings from our 
readers in trade unions, colleges and campaigns. There 
is one more week to send us your greetings if you 
haven't already—don't miss out! 
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DUDLEY 

From Deliveroo to 
McStrike —how has the 
working class changed? 
Wed 25 Apr, 8pm, 

The What Centre, 

23 Coventry St,DY8 1EP 
EDINBURGH 

After the Oxfam scandal — 
are NGOs enemies or allies? 
Wed 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

7 Victoria St, 

EH1 2JL 

GLASGOW 

What do socialists 

say about charity? 

Thu 26 Apr, 7pm, 

Avant Garde, 

33-44 King St, 

Merchant City, 

G15QT 

HARLOW 

Palestine, antisemitism 
and The Labour Party 
Thu 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

1 Church Leys, 

Harlow, 

CM18 6BX 
HUDDERSFIELD 

200 years from his 
birth—the revolutionary 
ideas of Karl Marx 

Wed 2 May, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade (near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD15JP 

LANCASTER AND MORECAMBE 
Why do we needa 
revolutionary party? 
Thu 26 Apr, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Lane, 
LA11TX 

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 
Rock Against Racism 
book launch 

Thu 26 Apr, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore 
Education Centre, 

2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS3 1AD 
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
Trade unions and socialists 
Wed 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 
William Morris 
Community Centre, 

6-8 Greenleaf Rd, 
Walthamstow, E17 6QQ 
MANCHESTER: CENTRAL 
Why does capitalism 
lead to war? 

Wed 25 Apr, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St,M25NS 
NEWCASTLE 

The fight fora 

workers’ Europe 

Thu 26 Apr, 7pm, 

Mining Institute, 

Neville Hall, 

Westgate Road,NE11SE 


Don’t miss this last chance to 


send us your May Day greetings 


Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 74955, 
London E16 9EJ 


Post, email or ring with your advert details. Make 


cheques out to Sherborne Publications Ltd 


020 7840 5656 


mayday @socialistworker.co.uk 


NORWICH 
Catalonia—independence 
and resistance 

Thu 26 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 

Johnson Place, 

NR22SA 

SCARBOROUGH 

The true face of 

Winston Churchill 

Wed 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Tap and Spile, 

94 Falsgrave Rd, 

YO12 5AZ 

SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
Catalonia—why we support 
national self-determination 
Thu 26 Apr, 7pm, 

Central United 

Reformed Church, 

60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), 

$12JB 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Catalonia, independence 
and resistance 

Wed 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 
Central Baptist Church Hall, 
Devonshire Rd, 

$015 2GY 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

AND WALSALL 

British workers during 
the Russian Revolution 
Wed 25 Apr, 7.30pm, 

Wild Bytes Cafe, 

Darlington St, 

WV14HW 


{ ONENT } 


LONDON 

Marx@200 

Sat 19 May, 12noon-6pm, 
Birkbeck, University of London, 
Malet St, 

Bloomsbury, 

WCI1E7HX. 

Speakers include 

Alex Callinicos, Sue Caldwell, 
Joseph Choonara and 

Sally Campbell 
MANCHESTER 

Manchester demonstration: 
Don’t let the racists divide us 
Sat 19 May, 

Piccadilly Gardens, M1 1RG. 
Supported by Stand Up 

To Racism and Unite 

Against Fascism against 

the racist Football Lads 
Alliance demonstration 
NATIONAL 

Marxism 2018 —a festival 
of socialist ideas 

Thu 5 till Sun 8 July, 

central London. 

Marxism is a four-day 
political festival of debate, 
discussion hosted by the 
Socialist Workers Party. 
marxismfestival.org.uk 
Themes include Jeremy 
Corbyn, the Labour Party 
and the fight for socialism, 
Resisting the racist backlash 
and the rise of fascism across 
Europe and #Marx200 
Anniversary —was Marx right? 
Anew deal for 

working people 

A demonstration called by 
the TUC union federation. 
Sat 12 May, 11am, 
Embankment, London. 

Go to bit.ly/TUC12 March 
WEYMOUTH 

School dinners and poverty 
Sat 28 Apr, 2pm, 

Weymouth Old Town Hall, 
High W St, 

DT4 8JH. 

Public meeting 

organised by Wey PAW 


REVIEWS & CULTURE 


15 


Socialist Worker 18 April 2018 


The modernist shock of the 
new US skyline Is still coo 


An exhibtion of the modernist visual art of the early 20th century shows how 
artists saw the contradictions of US capitalism, writes Kate Douglas 


THE AMERICA’S Cool Modernism 
exhibition features many works that 
have never before left the US and 
focuses on the interwar period. 

The US in the early 20th century 
was a nation of dramatic contra- 
dictions—from the Empire State 
Building to the Dust Bowl farms. 

This provoked artists to seek new 
forms of expression and grapple with 
the question of what it meant to be 
“American”. 

The familiar story of the US in the 
“Roaring Twenties” is that of The 
Great Gatsby and the Machine Age. 
The paintings and photographs on 
display reflect the artists’ experience 
of modern America. 

Many works have a cool, 
controlled detachment, mostly elimi- 
nating people from their pictures. 


People 

Factories without workers and streets 
without people leave the viewer feel- 
ing anxious and alienated from the 
cityscapes depicted. 

Hopper’s Manhattan Bridge Loop 
has a gloomy feel with a solitary man 
trudging home from work, alone in 
the big, mechanised city. 

Another of Hopper’s paintings, 
From Williamsburg Bridge, is of a 
large factory or apartment block. It 
has a single figure of a woman sit- 
ting at a window, alone and detached 
from the city around her. 

The theme of a new efficient calm 
and ordered America runs through 
the exhibition exploring what it 
means to have a national identity. 

The oil painting East River from 
the Shelton Hotel by Georgia O’Keeffe 
reveals the grid-like, scientific organi- 
sation of the modern American city. 

The air is filled with large plumes 


N 


CHARLES DEMUTH’S | Saw the Figure 5 in Gold 


of smoke. They come from both the 
factories and the steamers on the 
river which have turned the sky into 
an odd purple-grey colour. 

There is a sense of beauty in the 
blue of the river and the precise 


details of the buildings below. The 
painting makes the viewer feel both 
fascinated and repelled by the sight 
of machines, noise, dirt and polluted 
air. 

The new skyscrapers and bridges 


become studies in geometry and 
cities are cleansed and ordered with 
no crowds and no chaos. 

Louis Lozowick’s prints capture the 
energy of the city in buildings soaring 
into the sky. 

Ina similalr way Ralston Crawford 
and Charles Sheeler depict the archi- 
tecture of industrial America as the 
country’s new cathedrals—glorious 
in scale and as feats of engineering. 

Charles Demuth’s I saw the Figure 
5 in Gold shows a fire truck hurtling 
through New York. And it evokes the 
new styles of advertising that were 
emerging in US cities in the 1920s. 


Stylised 

It consists of an enormous stylised 
5 that occupies the entire picture 
which is painted in bold, bright col- 
ours and has a clear cubist influence. 

Two panels by Jacob Lawrence 
show scenes of everyday life in the 
South and the North. 

Panel 25 depicts a rustic cabin and 
Panel 31 crowded tenement build- 
ings, the standard housing for African 
Americans. 

Around half a million African 
American Southerners migrated 
north between 1916 and 1921 to 
escape the Jim Crow laws. 

There is an emptiness and absence 
of people in both the panels suggest- 
ing that this new alternate life is 
more frightening than was promised. 
An American nightmare rather than 
a dream. One real treat in the exhi- 
bition was a screening of the first US 
avant-garde film, Manhatta. 

Grab your chance to see this fasci- 
nating exhibition whilst you can. 
America’s Cool Modernism: O'Keeffe to 


Hopper is at the Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford, until 22 July 


A Far Cry from a hard attack on Trump’s racist rule 


GAME 


FAR CRY 5 
Ubisoft Around £40 
depending on game platform 


THE FIFTH instalment 

in the Far Cry series was 
initially billed as taking on 
Trump and the far right. 

But in reality the game 
pulls political punches 
in general and avoids 
tackling the issue of 
racism in particular. 

The opening scene was 
promising as cops bust 
into a Church to arrest 
the leader of a doomsday 
cult, Joseph Seed. He 


proclaims, “They will 
come, they will try to take 
from us, take our guns, 
take our freedom, Take 
our faith!” 

The developers have 
created a beautiful open 
world plagued by a violent 
cult called the Project at 
Eden’s Gate. 

They are taking over 
Montana by converting 
everyone to their faith. But 
they don’t discriminate 
over race or gender. 

You almost sympathise 
with them as they say the 
world is on the edge of 
collapse due to the horrors 
of capitalism. But on other 


Nazi. 

The resistance to 
their takeover is 
frustrating. 


senate. 


by shooting all the 


the game are 


drug the cult uses. 


occasions they go full 


You play as a cop 
whose allies range from 
an armed black priest 
to a Republican Trump 
supporter running for 


He rigs his election 


opposition on voting day. 
Peppered throughout 


commentaries on US 
society such as bliss, the 


The cult poison a 


town’s water supply with 
it—referencing the Flint 
Water crisis. 

The game reflects 
liberal prejudices towards 
those who live in the 
Bible belt—they are all 
rednecks armed to the 
teeth. 

Far Cry 5 is enjoyable 
and disturbing in equal 
measure. 

But it is ultimately 
rather tame when it 
comes to taking a stance 
on racism in the US. 

The message is a 
fudge that makes fun of 
everyone. 

Tim Knight-Hughes 


Gripping 
climate 
cliffhanger 


BLACKFISH CITY 
By Sam J Miller, Orbit Books 
£8.99 


THIS DYSTOPIAN fable has 
been warmly received by 
science fiction and fantasy 
writers, and could be of 
interest to many socialists 
too. Blackfish City is 
Miller’s contribution to the 
growing subgenre of 
“cli-fi”—-stories that 
explore a future shaped by 
climate change. 

It’s a hugely important 
topic, but a difficult one. 

The causes of climate 
change are so distant from 
the consequences, the 
culprits from their victims, 
that it’s hard to tie them 
together in one coherent 
story. 

Miller’s solution is a 
future where everyone 


is a refugee. His 
robot-ruled floating city 
of Qaanaagq feels like 
Bladerunner in the Calais 
jungle. 

Everyone in Qaanaaq 
still bears the scars of 
their displacement—and 
the potential to create 
something better together. 

But this means 
overcoming the sinister 
forces that turn them 
against each other to 
preserve the rule of 
the city’s landlords and 
shareholders. 

Miller lays this message 
on with a trowel. The story 
is fast paced and packed 
with cliffhangers. 

The fantasy elements— 
from a woman who rides a 
killer whale to a telepathic 
STD—are imaginative and 
well-realised. 

Indeed, they’re often 
more convincing than the 
characters. But despite 
some shortcomings, 
Blackfish City is a gripping 
and exciting read. 

Dave Sewell 
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Keep up the fight to reject the NHS pay deal 


oi TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 


DELEGATES AT the Unison 
union health conference in 
Brighton this week voted by 
two to one for the leader- 
ship’s motion to recommend 
the government’s pay offer. 

But that doesn’t mean the 
fight is over. 

Many health workers 
are organising to reject the 
shoddy deal in a Unison 
consultation that opened 
on Monday and runs until 
5 June. 

Amerit, a Unison member 
at Whittington Hospital in 
north London, told Socialist 
Worker in a _ personal 
capacity, “I’ve already voted 
to reject the deal. It’s not fair 
pay, it’s still below inflation.” 

The proposed deal would 
give over one million health 
workers in England a 
6.5 percent pay rise across 
three years. They would get 
3 percent in 2018-19 and 
1.7 percent in each of the 
following years. 

The Unison leadership 
argued that rejecting the 
deal would mean going back 
to the 1 percent public sector 


pay cap. 


HUNDREDS JOINED a marc 


George Barron from 
the health service group 
executive (SGE) told 
delegates on Tuesday, “You’re 
dealing with a government 
that wanted to take a day’s 
annual leave away from us.” 

Barron is a member of the 


SGE that in February endorsed 
a deal that included the loss of 
a day’s annual leave. 

After details were leaked, 
outrage from health workers 
and the public forced the 
government to withdraw 
that proposal. It showed the 


weakness of the Tories under 
the slightest pressure. 
During the debate 
Mark Bem from Greater 
Manchester said, “This is not 
a time to think about what 
we should lose, this is time to 
imagine what we could win. 


“We got this cap lifted 
through minimum effort, 
if we said this deal is not 
acceptable and 200,000 
turned up outside parliament, 
the Tories would cave.” 

Jordan Rivera from 
Homerton University hospital 
said, “It’s really good that the 
public sector pay cap has been 
broken, but we can do better. 
At the end of the three years, 
we will still be worse off.” 

The union’s official pay 
calculator combined the 
national pay rise and pay 
increases health workers get 
by moving up pay increments. 


Increments 
Each pay band is subdivided 
into increments that workers 
automatically progress up. 
Jordan added, “It’s 
misleading for the pay 
rise figure to include the 
increments, we’ve always 
argued that they’re separate.” 
The new deal brings in 
productivity-linked pay 
through the back door. 
Karen Buckley from Greater 
Manchester Mental Health 
branch spoke against the 
motion, arguing performance 
targets “put workers under a 
lot of pressure”. 


Yet the union leaders don’t 
believe that health workers 
will fight, and are hoping for 
a Labour government in four 
years’ time. 

But health workers 
can’t afford to just wait for 
Labour—and given a serious 
lead they would fight now. 

Roseann, a midwife 
from Wiltshire, spoke at a 
180-strong Unison Action 
meeting called to reject the 
deal on Monday night. 

“In 2014 my profession 
went on strike for the first 
time in its history,” she said 
from the floor. 

“When you have real 
leadership, we will be 
prepared to go out on strike.” 

Unison activists now have 
to build for a big reject vote 
and a ballot for strikes. 


For more on the conference, 
go to page 18 


MUNISON LEADERS said 

they will support health 

workers fighting the threat 

of outsourcing in Wigan. 
“The union will be 

fully behind you in 

whatever action you 

take,” said Unison health 

service group executive 

chair Roz Norman. 
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LETTERS 


Thanks for 
Palestine 
coverage 


LABOUR RIGHT wingers 
and other defenders of 
Israel have been working 
overtime to smear Jeremy 
Corbyn. 

They try to equate 
opposition to the Israeli 
government’s murderous 
violence with antisemitism. 

Thanks to Socialist 
Worker for cutting through 
this nonsense in such a 
clear and forthright way. 

The uncompromising 
headline “Israel Racist 
Terror State” and the 
following articles were 
excellent. 

We need more of this 
and we need to get the 
message out as far and 
wide as possible. 

Martin Lynch 
Walsall 


Sign petition 
to stop tests 


’D LIKE to draw Socialist 
Worker readers’ attention 
to a petition against 
baseline testing. 

Organised by the More 
Than a Score group, it calls 
on the government to scrap 
plans for baseline 
assessment tests for four 
and five year olds. 

Over 700 people signed a 
previous open letter by the 
campaign opposing the new 
national test. 

Many teachers, 
academics, early years 
experts and parents rightly 
fear that the tests will be 
damaging to children. 

You can sign the petition 
at goo.gl/YTxy14 and 
please encourage others to 
do the same. 

Dr Richard House 

Chartered psychologist, Stroud 


Tories’ cuts make life 
grim for young people 


OVER 80 percent of social 
workers told a recent 
survey by Community Care 
magazine that they had 
unmanageable caseloads. 

Austerity means poverty, 
housing problems and 
mental health difficulties 
for millions of young 
people. 

But cuts mean less 
support for those at risk. 

Recent deaths of young 
people have met with the 
only response the 
government knows—more 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 74955, London E16 9EJ 
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Drill music panic Is a ploy to 


distract from the real 


I’VE BEEN frustrated to see 
headlines blame drill music for the 
recent rise in stabbings in London. 

Drill, or trap, music is 
intentionally ugly. It describes 
gang culture, drug dealing and 
the—often exaggerated—violence 
that goes with it. 

But gang culture and the music 
that reflects it is a symptom of a 
system that demonises, excludes 
and criminalises young black 
people. 

It is caused by poverty, Tory 
austerity, and racist and classist 
policing. This pushes people to the 
edges of society where they are 
most vulnerable to fall into 
exploitation by gang leaders. 

Arguing that people would join 
a gang and stab people because 


repression via stop and 
search. The government 
and the system drive more 
and more young people 
into a life with high levels 
of risk of violence. 

We have to change these 
grim experiences. 


The best hope of doing (Socialist Worker, 
that is fighting for services, 11 April). In Scotland that Labour 
challenging state racism And what happens? has made alliances with the 


and struggling for a radical 
change in how we treat 
young people. 
Huw Williams 
Bristol 


Don't put 
your hopes 
in Labour 


AS SURE as death and 
taxes, you can be sure once 
a year of a Socialist Worker 
headline, Labour councils 
must fight the Tory cuts 


Nothing. The moment 
Labour councils have to 
face up to Tory central 
government the arse falls 
out of their trousers. 


they listened to a song completely 
ignores this context. 

It is intended to distract us from 
the real issues. 

Of course, in defending drill 
music, we do not grant artists 
immunity to criticism. 

Many top artists use reactionary 
lyrics. Most songs have 
disgustingly high levels of sexism 
and they direct hate against 
“opps”—people living in the same 
conditions, just in different areas. 

Gang culture uses the same 
patterns of exploitation as any 
legal business. A majority of 
people do the majority of the work 
for a minority of the rewards. 

As socialists we should 
challenge all of this. The biggest 
“opps” are the government and 


issues 


the ruling class who benefit from 
this sort of division. 

Artists who fit into a marketable 
“gangsta” image are promoted, 
while those who question the 
system are vilified. 

NWA were targeted by police 
and the FBI for their anti-racist 
song “Fuck the Police”. 

Lowkey faced police raids 
because of the political content of 
his songs as did Smiley Culture, 
who died during a police raid. 

I would like to defend Drill 
artists’ right to be angry and to 
express this through music. 

But to improve the situation we 
need to question the system—we 
need class analysis. 

Oisin Challen Flynn 
South London 


Tories to keep the SNP out. 
If you think the official 
Labour Party are going to 
organise on the streets, 
think again. That’s the last 


Will Labour fight the cuts? 


thing they want to happen 
as they then lose control of 
the situation 
So please come up with a 
different analysis. 
Alan Wilson 
On Facebook 
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Take on the 
warmongers 


BORIS Johnson and 
his doppelganger 
across the pond are 
intent on bringing us to 
Armaggedon! 

Pity they haven’t the 
brains to realise that 
they won’t be alive to 
celebrate their success. 

All war is futile— 
money down the drain 
which should have been 
used for the benefit of 
humankind. 

Jean Lorriman 
Huddersfield 


Inspiring act 
of solidarity 


GOOD ON the Eurostar 
workers for refusing 
to scab on strikers in 
France (Socialist Worker, 
11 April). 

Annette 
South Yorkshire 


MMUCH LOVE for you, 
British friends. 

Elouan Keryell-Even 
Toulouse, France 


Corbyn slurs 
pose a danger 


PROTESTERS comparing 
Jeremy Corbyn to 

Hitler is so dangerous 
(Socialist Worker, 

11 April). 

Conflating 
antisemitism with 
legitimate concern about 
Israel plays into the 
hands of antisemites. 

Simon Martin Halstead 
On Facebook 


MMARGARET Thatcher 
said, when they start 
insulting you personally 
they don’t have a single 
argument left. 

The Tories have to lie 
and cheat and use their 
mates in the media to 
deflect the truth. 

Martin Towle 
On Facebook 


MIF ANYONE can 
compare Jeremy Corbyn 
to Hitler, they need to 
get educated. 

Britain should be 
disgusted by the lengths 
it’s going to. 

Helen Graham 
On Facebook 


Which model 
next for SNP? 


THE SNP have a “wee 
country of the month 
competition” in Holyrood 
to decide which is going 
to be the model for a 
future ‘independent 
Scotland’ (Socialist 
Worker, 11 April). 

Coming soon, Bhutan! 

John McNab 

On Facebook 
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New McStrikes are 
coming on May Day 


WORKERS AT five McDonald's 
restaurants have voted for 
strikes. They are scheduled 
for Tuesday 1 May. 

Workers, who are in the 
Bfawu union, are striking for 
£10 an hour, union recognition 
and an end to lower pay for 
young workers. The stores 
are in Watford, Crayford, 
Cambridge and Manchester. 

Two workers were 
suspended for a week from 
the Manchester store in an 
attempt to put people off 
striking. That move had little 
effect as workers delivered a 
95.2 percent vote for strikes. 
@London fundraiser with John 
McDonnell on Friday 20 April. 
Go to bit.ly/McStrike2O0April 


TGI strike day over 
tips and low wages 


WORKERS IN the Unite union 
at food chain TGI Fridays are 
voting on strikes. 

The workers at stores in 
Milton Keynes and Covent 
Garden in London are in 
dispute over tip distribution 
and breaches to minimum 
wage law. 


Get British Museum 
staff back in house 


PRIVATISED WORKERS at 
the British Museum were set 
to protest on Wednesday, 
demanding bosses bring them 
in house after the collapse of 
outsourcing giant Carillion. 

Carillion’s collapse earlier 
this year left them with no 
guarantees for their jobs, 
conditions or future. 

The workers’ PCS union 
wants the British Museum to 
employ them directly. 
@Petition at bit.ly/BMCarillion 


Chorus of revolt at 
Royal Opera House 


SECURITY STAFF at the 

Royal Opera House in London 
are balloting for action over 
decent pay, with plans to start 
strikes in the summer. The 

30 workers, members of the 
Unite union, are fighting for a 
minimum 2 percent pay rise 
and £1,000 lump sum. 


University allowed 
homophobic abuse 


A WORKER at the London 
School of Economics who 
received homophobic abuse 
has won an employment 
tribunal. The tribunal found 
that a culture which accepted 
homophobic abuse existed at 
the university. 


Campaign to sign 
against fuel poverty 


CAMPAIGN GROUP Fuel 
Poverty Action has initiated a 
petition demanding the Tories 
make money available for 
essential safety work. 

It also calls for extra help 
for those facing high bills and 
people with accommodation 
in need of damp treatments. 
@Go to bit.ly/SCINpetition 


SOLIDARITY WITH CATALONIA 


Around 250 people rallied in solidarity with Catalonia in Glasgow last Saturday. The protest 
called for the release of all political prisoners and an end to repression. It was organised by 
Catalan Defence Committee Scotland and supported by Unison Scotland. Protests also took 


place in London and in Barcelon 


a—where 300,000 took part. 


Picture: RaYMic KIERNAN 


SCOTTISH TRADES UNION CONGRESS 


Anger grows over pay 
and cuts in Scotland 


EY RAYMIE KIERNAN in Aviemore 


SCOTTISH FIRST minister 
Nicola Sturgeon was under 
pressure to stump up more 
money for public sector workers 
as she addressed the Scottish 
Trades Union Congress (STUC) 
on Monday. 

Union leaders have called for 
pay rises to start restoring cuts 
to workers’ living standards. 

Ahead of the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) leader’s 
appearance GMB union 
officials were warning of 
a summer of bin strikes to 
demand an increase to a below 
inflation 3 percent pay offer. 

The main Scottish teachers’ 
union, EIS, is also threatening 
action after teachers rejected 
an offer that falls far short of 
their 10 percent claim. 

In the pay debate EIS 
general secretary Larry 
Flanagan talked of the lessons 
of the further education 
college lecturers’ strikes last 
year, which showed how to 
win a pay rise. 


FE LECTURERS showed how to win on pay 


He urged unions to work 
together over pay. 

Sturgeon’s only defence is 
to say that although workers 
are still getting rises below 
inflation—pay cuts—at least 
her government was the first to 
break the 1 percent pay cap. 

Low paid workers can take 
no comfort in that. 

Miraculously, the SNP-led 
West Dunbartonshire council 
managed to reverse its decision 


TRANSPORT WORKERS 


Strikes on tube and DLR 


LONDON Underground 
drivers struck at Acton Town 
depot for 24 hours last 
Friday in a dispute over fair 
treatment of workers. 

The Aslef train drivers’ 
union members walked 
out because they say the 
company has failed to adhere 
to agreed policy on dealing 
with signals passed at 
danger incidents. 

The action follows a 
98 percent vote to strike. 
Workers at the Earls Court 
depot, also on the District 
line, are being balloted for 
action. 


MWORKERS ON the 
Docklands Light Railway 
were to strike from Friday 

of this week to Tuesday next 
week in a long-running battle 
over outsourcing, conditions, 
rotas and payroll errors. 


MWORKERS AT Prestwick 
airport are voting on strikes 
over pay. This follows a 
breakdown in talks between 
airport management and 
the Prospect union. 

Bosses offered a 2 percent 
pay rise. The workers want 
3 percent, the same as other 
Scottish government workers. 
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to attack union convenors’ 
facility time just minutes 
before Sturgeon’s speech. 

The STUC general council 
condemned the recent 
airstrikes on Syria. 

Delegates were set to discuss 
the Spanish state’s attacks on 
human rights in Catalonia. 

Whether pro or anti 
independence, trade unions 
need to step up solidarity 
against the repression. 


ee. REPORTS i 


NHS workers say they 
wont be border guards 


DELEGATES AT the Unison 
union health conference 
in Brighton unanimously 
voted on Monday to reject 
attempts to force health 
workers to check patients’ 
passports. This is part of the 
drive to restrict access to 
the NHS for some migrants. 
Karen Buckley from 
Greater Manchester Mental 
Health branch moved the 
motion. “This government 
is attempting to blame the 
small number of migrants 
who use NHS care,” she said. 
“They like to say that 
‘health tourism’ costs £200 
million and conveniently for 
the Tories it has become a 
key problem for the NHS. 
“They fail to point out that 
over a hundred times more 
has been taken from NHS 
budgets in austerity.” 
Health workers’ anger 
and frustration at working 
in an underfunded NHS ran 
through the conference. 


Sam Hemraj from the 
Unison health service group 
executive told the story of 
her son. “He tried to commit 
suicide three times in the 
space of the month,” she said. 
“It took over a month to get 
mental health treatment that 
he so desperately required.” 

But there is a glaring gap 
between workers’ anger at the 
Tories—and the lead given by 
the Unison leadership. 

It is good they are backing 
the Health Campaigns 
Together demonstration on 
30 June to mark the NHS’s 
70th anniversary 

But there is also a sense 
that the top of the union 
is waiting for a Labour 
government after the next 
general election. The NHS 
can’t wait for a change 
of government—saving it 
requires a fight now. 

@Fight over NHS pay. Go to 
page 16 
Tomas Tengely-Evans 


KIRKLEES UNISON 


TWO STRIKE ballots are 
set to begin next week in 
Kirklees, West Yorkshire. 

After a long running 
dispute over allegations 
of bullying and racism 
the Unison union has 
finally agreed to ballot its 
members working in refuse 
collection for Kirklees 
council. 

The second ballot is at 
Kirklees College which is 
planning redundancies, cuts 
to terms and conditions and 


cuts to pay and working 
hours in response to a 
financial crisis. 

Here Unison members 
are being balloted for 
strikes to stop any 
compulsory redundancies, 
cuts to terms and 
conditions and to pay. 
@Messages of support to 
Kirklees Unison, 4 New North 
Parade, Huddersfield, HD1 5JP 
or phone 01484 511826. 
Nick Ruff Kirklees Unison 
Branch Chair (pc) 


BUS WORKERS 


ABERDEEN BUS drivers 
have accepted First Bus 
bosses’ latest offer, calling 
off an indefinite strike. 

Some 250 Unite union 
members were due to 
walk out on Wednesday of 
last week, but panicking 
management made a last 
ditch attempt to stop the 
strike. 

The workers voted by 60 
percent to accept the offer, 
which Unite says contains 


“considerable concessions” 
compared to bosses’ original 
proposals. 

But in posts on social 
media some drivers 
expressed resentment at 
a deal where some drivers 
would only get a 25p an hour 
pay rise. 

The threat of an indefinite 
strikes brought the bosses 
to the negotiating table— 
actually doing it could have 
won more. 


MPs to face demands of Grenfell survivors 


PROTESTERS WILL gather 
outside parliament on Monday 
14 May as MPs debate whether 
the public inquiry into the 
immediate causes of the 
Grenfell fire should have a 
representative panel from the 
local community. 

The demonstration was 
confirmed as over 1,000 
people joined the monthly 
Silent Walk in west London on 
Saturday evening. 

It is ten months since the 
Grenfell Tower fire. 

A petition calling for the 
community panel received 
over 100,000 signatures and 
was boosted by support from 


The fight continues | 


rapper Stormzy. 

Saturday saw continuing 
anger over the lack of official 
action. 

In the ten months since the 


fire just 62 households out of 
209 have been rehoused. 

At the end of the march 
Moyra Samuels from Justice 
for Grenfell spoke. “Ten 
months on and people are 
still in hotels. It is bloody 
outrageous,”she said. 

“There’s no money for social 
housing, there’s no money for 
the NHS—but there’s money 
for war.” 

Bikers from the Deen Riders 
Muslim motorbike club led off 
the march down Kensington 
High Street. 

@Longer online at 
bit.ly/Grenfell140418 
Alistair Farrow 
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Avenue strikers call for a 
ballot on academy plans 


by SADIE ROBINSON 


NEU UNION members at 
Avenue primary school 
in Newham, east London, 
began a three-day strike 
on Tuesday—marking their 
14th day of walkouts. 

They are resisting plans 
to turn the school into a pri- 
vately-run academy. 

Workers are demanding 
that the school’s governors 
hold a ballot on the plans. 

There was an exuberant 
mood on the picket line on 
Tuesday. Strikers chanted, 
“We want a ballot and we 
want it now,” and, “Whose 
school? Our school!” Parents 
came to support strikers 
while passing drivers tooted 
their horns in solidarity. 

Teaching assistant Azra 
told Socialist Worker, “We’ve 
always had community 
schools in Newham. Children 
do well in them. 

“But I’ve heard from chil- 
dren hating their schools 
when they become acade- 
mies. We don’t want a strict 
regime.” 

Katerina is the equal 
opportunities officer for the 
NEU at the school. 

She said, “This is about pri- 
vatising the education sector. 
It’s all about financial gain 
for the trust. The school will 
not benefit.” NEU president 
Kiri Tunks spoke to strikers. 
“It’s brilliant to be here,” she 
said. “This campaign is really 


THE EXUBERANT picket line at Avenue primary school 


making waves, not just in 
London but outside as well. 

“These schools are our 
schools—they do not belong 
to private companies.” 

Many strikers said that the 
school had already changed 
in the run-up to the academi- 
sation plan. 

“They expect there to be 
written work in maths books 
every day—and for it to be 
marked the same day,” said 


Katerina. “You end up taking 
work home. My children keep 
telling me I’m not a teacher 
at home.” 

Workers will begin a new 
ballot for strikes this week as 
their existing ballot mandate 
expires. 

Meanwhile NEU members 
at nearby Cumberland school 
were set to strike for two days 
from Wednesday. They are 
demanding a parents’ ballot. 


CONNAUGHT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
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ON THE picket line at Connaught school on Tuesday 


Pay walkout hits Waltham Forest school 


WORKERS launched a 
three-day walkout at 
Connaught School for Girls 
in north east London on 
Tuesday. 

NEU union members are 
demanding the school pays 
the inner London pay rate. 

Workers have already 


taken six days of strikes. 
Paul Phillips, an NEU rep 
at the school, told Socialist 
Worker, “The mood among 
workers is great. People 
are obviously committed 
to the issue of recruitment 
and retention of teachers. 
“And people are also 


buoyed by the vote at 
the NEU conference that 
backed a bigger political 
campaign over pay.” 

The local Labour Party 
is backing strikers. 
@Send messages of support 
to pablophillips2007@yahoo. 
co.uk 


Workers at both schools 
plan three-day strikes start- 
ing on Tuesday in each of the 
following two weeks. 

The fight against acad- 
emies has already won real 
victories. 

The Labour council has 
voted to oppose academisa- 
tion and said there should be 
ballots of parents and work- 
ers on any academy plans. 

And the high court has 


BARNSLEY 


WORKERS AT St Helen’s 
Primary school in Barnsley 
struck for two days last 
week against their AET 
academy bosses. 
NEU union members 
walked out on Tuesday 
and Wednesday against an 
oppressive management style 
and inconsistent leadership. 
They called on the 
Academies Enterprise 
Trust (AET) to carry out an 
independent investigation into 
their claims, which include the 
suspension of a union member. 
The walkout follows a 
24-hour strike in March. 
NEU members unanimously 
voted for strikes in a ballot, . 
They have won support 
from parents for the action. 
Some parents have set up 
a campaign calling for the 
removal of AET. 
@Send messages of support 
to NEU secretary Nicola 
Fitzpatrick at Nicola. 
fitzpatrick5@gmail.com 


Picture: SociaList WorKER 


granted a group of parents 
permission for a judicial 
review on the consultation 
process to go ahead. This 
forced Avenue school to 
postpone the academisation 
process. 

Azra said, “A lot has been 
going our way. Everything is 
possible.” 

@Send messages of support to 
assistant.secretary.nta@gmail. 
com 


Support free 
movement 


POSTAL AND telecoms 
workers were set to debate 
freedom of movement at 
the CWU union conference 
starting on Sunday. 

Delegates will debate a 
motion that defends freedom 
of movement for European 
migrants and rejects the idea 
that immigration lowers 
wages. 

Sections of the trade union 
movement have made such 
claims. 

Even Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn has sometimes said 
that migration can “undercut” 
pay and conditions. 

Socialist Worker supporters 
back the motion, which was 
submitted by a telecoms 
workers’ branch. 

It says, “Migrants are not 
to blame for falling wages, 
insecurity, bad housing and 
overstretched public services. 


Deregulation 

“These are the product of 
underinvestment, deregulation, 
privatisation, and the harshest 
anti-union laws in Europe. 

“A system of free movement 
is the best way to protect and 
advance the interests of all 
workers, by giving everyone 
the right to work legally, 
join a union and stand up 
to their boss without fear of 
deportation or destitution.” 

Delegates will also vote on 
whether to endorse the union’s 
decision last year to affiliate 
to left wing Labour group 
Momentum. 

The union’s postal industry 
conference, set to begin on 
Tuesday, will debate the 
impact a recent agreement 
with Royal Mail bosses could 
have on conditions. 

The telecoms and financial 
services industry conference 
will discuss the progress of the 
union’s campaign for equal pay 
for agency workers in BT. 
Nick Clark 


RECYCLING WORKERS 


Orion workers celebrate 
as they win all demands 


by ALISTAIR FARROW 


WORKERS AT the Orion 
recycling plant in Newham, 
east London, celebrated 
victory after all their 
demands were conceded by 
management. 

They returned to work on 
Monday following a meeting 
on Friday which saw them 
win their demands over 
health, safety, hygiene and 
training 16 days after they 
began their strike. 

“We are asking for the 
respect that each one of us 
deserves,” said one striking 
worker. 

“We are humble workers, 


but this does not mean that 
the bosses should insult us 
or treat us like rubbish. 
“They should not take 
advantage of our necessity. 
We need better pay, medical 
checks and other things.” 
Now workers might 
get what they want. 
Management have agreed 
to enter into negotiations 
over pay—workers want 
the London Living Wage of 
£10.20 an hour as well as 
occupational sick pay. 
Management even agreed 
to pay workers for the 
time they were on strike. 
The workers, all of them 
migrants, have shown that 
striking works. 
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OPPOSING THE Football Lads Alliance and the Democratic Football Lads Alliance in Birmingham last month 


MOBILISE AGAINST 


Picture: Georr DEXTER 


RACIST FAR RIGHT 


by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 


FASCISTS AND racists are 
planning to march in London 
and Manchester next month 
as they attempt to regroup 
the forces of the far right in 
Britain. 

It is crucial that anti-racists 
turn out to oppose them. 

A motley crew of Nazi 
Tommy Robinson, the 
Democratic Football Lads 
Alliance (DFLA) and Veterans 
Against Terrorism plan to 
gather at Speakers’ Corner in 
London on Sunday 6 May. 

And the Football Lads 
Alliance (FLA) plans to march 
in Manchester on Saturday 
19 May. 

Stand Up To Racism and 
Unite Against Fascism have 
called mobilisations against 
both demonstrations. 

The openly racist right is 
in flux. One sign of that came 
on Monday when FLA founder 
John Meighan stood down to 
“refocus energies into his per- 
sonal and professional life”. 

Meanwhile the DFLA is 
providing the glue to bring 
together Ukip, whose leading 
figures appear at nearly every 
DLFA event, and the fascist 


Tommy Robinson and his foul 
far-right allies. Ukip is set to 
be electorally annihilated in 
the 3 May local council elec- 
tions in England. 

Its response seems to be to 
merge with the Islamophobic 
street activism of the DFLA. 

The groups have been 
teaming up to target towns 
where police and the author- 
ities have failed victims of 
child sexual exploitation. 

They want to promote 
the false idea that sexism 
and child abuse is specific to 
Muslim men. 

Around 80 people joined 
their latest event in Rochdale 
in Greater Manchester last 
Thursday lunchtime. 


Migrants 

Gerard Batten, Ukip’s leader, 
increasingly tweets vile 
attacks on migrants and 
multiculturalism. 

One example came last 
week—“This morning at 
Euston eight Police Officers 
armed with machine guns on 
‘routine patrol’ on my train. 

“Before the multicultural 
society was visited upon us, 
one police officer armed with 
a truncheon was enough for 
routine duties. But we do 


Anne Marie Waters at the FLA demo 


The fascists 
and racists are 
trying to 
regroup. It’s a 
real danger 
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now have more choice of 
restaurants.” 

On 6 May the DFLA says 
it will march to Speakers’ 
Corner where Robinson 
is holding a “free speech” 
gathering. 

Together they will then 
go to the main offices of an 
“Abuser of Our Freedom 
Of Speech”—expected to 
be Twitter, which recently 
blocked Robinson. 

In Manchester on 19 May 
the “original” FLA hopes to 


benefit from the anniver- 
sary of the bombing of the 
Manchester Arena. 

But it is already facing 
strong resistance. 

Amira, a Unison union 
member in Manchester, told 
Socialist Worker, “The FLA 
says it is against racism, but 
we know what it promotes. 

“Tt is Islamophobic. It sup- 
ports Tommy Robinson and 
Donald Trump.” 

The FLA’s main speaker 
at its last demonstration in 
Birmingham was Anne Marie 
Waters, leader of the far right 
For Britain party. 


Letter 


Manchester SUTR supporters 
have gathered an open letter 
against the FLA. Signatories 
include Kate Green MP, 
Andrew Gwynne MP, Barbara 
Keeley MP and MEPs Julie 
Ward and Wajid Khan. 

Others signing include the 
Labour leader of Manchester 
City Council Richard Leese 
and Dan Hett, the brother of 
one of the people who died in 
the Manchester attack. 

The fascists in Britain are 
down for now, but they sniff 
a chance to recruit out of the 
FLA and DFLA. 


And the leaders of the 
FLA and DFLA want to build 
a racist movement on the 
streets to target Muslims. 

Far right breakthroughs in 
Hungary, Poland Austria and 
Germany show the danger of 
the fascists and racism going 
unchallenged. 

Amira said, “It doesn’t 
have to be a short guy with 
a moustache doing it, the 
mobilisation of the far right 
in Europe is frightening.” 

SUTR has called protests 
when the FLA has marched 
in London and Birmingham, 
and opposed the DFLA in 
Telford. Now it’s time for all 
anti-racists, trade unions and 
Jeremy Corbyn supporters to 
organise against this threat. 

As Amira said, “The more 
people on the streets for 
getting rid of racism and 
stopping the FLA, the better.” 
For details of the 6 May 
anti-racist mobilisation in 
London go to bit.ly/6éMaydemo 
For details of the 19 May 
anti-racist mobilisation in 
Manchester go to 


bit.ly/19Maydemo 
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